
MINUTES

Presi dent and Bo ard of Trustees

Vi llage of Arl ingto n Hei ghts

Commi ttee- of-the- Whol e

Co mmuni ty Ro om

Arl ington Hei ghts Vi llage Hal l

33 S. Arl ington Hei ghts Road

Arl ington Hei ghts, IL 60005

November 21, 2016

7: 45 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayor Hayes; Trustees Farwell , Glasgow,

LaBedz, Rosenberg, Sido r, Tinagl ia

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT:   Trustees Blackw ood, Scal etta

STAFF MEMBERS PRES ENT:   Vi llage Manager Randy Reckl aus; Assi stant

Vi llage Manager Diana Mikul a

OTHERS PRESENT:                 Liquo r Appl icant Al fonso Longo bardi

IV.NEW BUSINESS

A. Consi derati on of recommendi ng to the Liquo r Co mmi ssi oner the

issuance of a Class " A" Liquo r License to Via Arenel la Risto rante,

Inc., dba Via Arenel la Ristorante & Pizzeri a, located at 1609 W.

Campbel l

Mayor Hayes asked Assi stant Vi llage Manager Diana Mikul a to present her

report to the Bo ard. Ms. Mikul a repo rted that Via Arenel la Risto rante &

Pizzeria, located at 1609 W. Campbell  (former Rustic J’s) is seeking a Class

A” liquor license.   The establ ishment hours are Tuesday – Thursday 11 AM

10 PM, Friday 11 AM  – 12 AM, Saturday 4 PM – 12 AM and Sunday 3 PM –

10 PM. The appl icant is leasi ng the property and he do es have his Basset

certi ficati on. He was a manager at a restaurant in Mt. Pro spect and there



were no violati ons there.

On Octo ber 28 the Arl ingto n Hei ghts Pol ice Department compl eted a

background check on Al fonzo Longobardi who is the ow ner/ manager of the

co rporati on. No convi cti ons were discl osed and no criminal dero gato ry

informati on was found. In addi tion, no law sui ts, judgments, or liens were

outstanding.

A walk-thru was conducted last week but the tabl es and chai rs were not yet

in place. Once they are in place Ms. Mikul a will conduct a walk-thru to make

sure they are in compl iance with the submi tted floor plan. Upo n a

sati sfacto ry liquo r intervi ew it woul d be appropri ate to approve the issuance

of a Cl ass “ A” liquo r license and also thi s eveni ng if the appl icant does

recei ve the Class “ A” liquo r license he’s also seeki ng approval of the

ordi nance itsel f which is on the Bo ard agenda for thi s eveni ng.

Mayor Hayes asked Mr. Lo ngobardi abo ut his experi ence as an assi stant

manager at another restaurant. Mr. Longobardi reported he had been an

assi stant manager for six years. He has gro wn up in the restaurant

busi ness because his parents al so had a restaurant in Arl ington Hei ghts. He

has also worked in his aunt and uncl e’s restaurant. He has previ ous liquor

experi ence fro m worki ng in his fami ly’s busi ness and he has never been ci ted

for any liquo r violati ons. Mr. Longobardi did state that he was no t Basset

trai ned whi le worki ng at the other establ ishments but he has recentl y

completed Basset training.

Mayor Hayes asked what were Mr. Longobardi ’s plans to have his staff Basset

trai ned. He responded that they would be taki ng the on- line course.

Trustee Tinagl ia stated he had visi ted Arenel la’s when it was located on the

no rth end of town and when it rel ocated to Pal ati ne and to Mari o ’s when it

was located in do wntown Arl ington Hei ghts. They do an outstandi ng job wi th

the food and he’s happy to see them coming back.

Trustee Glasgow asked Mr. Longobardi to expl ain the lien agai nst him placed

by Capital One Credit. Trustee Glasgow further told Mr. Longobardi that being

granted a liquor license is a pri vi lege and not a right. He to ld Mr.

Longobardi that he would like Capitol One to be paid in full before he

recei ves hi s liquor license. Mr. Longobardi agreed to those terms.

TRUS TEE GLAS GOW MOV ED, SECONDED BY TRUS TEE TINAGLIA TO

RECOMMEND THAT THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

RECOMMEND TO THE LIQUOR COMMIS SIONER THE ISSUANCE OF A

CLAS S  “ A” LIQUOR LICENS E TO VIA ARENELLA RIS TORANTE, INC.,

DBA VIA ARENELLA RISTORANTE & PIZZERIA, LOCATED AT 1609 W.

CAMPBELL UPON PROOF OF PAYMENT OF OUTS TANDING

JUDGEMENT/ LIEN TO CAPITAL ONE.



MOTION PAS SED UNANIMOUS LY.

V. OTHER BUSINES S

VI. ADJ OURNMENT

Meeting adjourned at 7:57 PM.

Recorded by:  Diane Staggs

Admi nistrati ve Assi stant II


