
MINUTES

Presi dent and Board of Trustees

Village of Arlington Hei ghts

Board Ro om

Arlingto n Heights Village Hal l

33 S. Arl ingto n Hei ghts Road

Arlingto n Heights, IL 60005

November 4, 2019

8: 00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PLED GE OF ALLEGIA NCE

A . Presentati on of Colors by Cub Scout Webel os II-

Den 6- Pack 119 fro m Ri ley Elementary Scho ol

B. The National Anthem - sung by The Arlingtones

A Capel la Chorus

III . ROLL CALL OF MEMBE RS

Presi dent Hayes and the fol low ing Trustees respo nded to rol l : Padovani ,

LaB edz, Tinagl ia, Baldino, Schw ingbeck, Scal etta, and Canty.  Trustee

Rosenberg was absent.

Also present were: Randy Recklaus, Tom Kuehne, Jeff Musinski , Diana

Mikul a, Charl es Perki ns, Ro bing Ward, and Becky Hume.

IV . APPROV AL OF MINUTES

A . Commi ttee of the W ho le 10/ 14/ 2019 Approved

Trustee John Scal etta moved to appro ve. Trustee Robi n LaB edz Seco nded

the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta

Abstai n: Schwi ngbeck, Tinagl ia



Absent: Ro senberg

B. Commi ttee of the W ho le 10/ 21/ 2019 Approved

Trustee Richard Baldino moved to approve. Trustee Ro bin LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Motion: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Tinagl ia

Abstai n: Schwi ngbeck

Absent: Ro senberg

C. Village Board 10/ 21/ 2019 Approved

Trustee Robi n LaB edz moved to appro ve. Trustee Jim Tinagl ia Seco nded

the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta, Schwingbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

V . APPROV AL OF AC COUNTS PAYABLE

VI. RECOGNITIONS AND PRES ENTATIONS

A . Presentation of the 2018 Arlington Heights

Cul tural Arts Aw ard to The Arlingto nes A

Capel la Chorus by the Arts Commi ssi on

Janet Souter Chai r of the Arts Commi ssi on presented the Cul tural Arts

Award to the Arlingto nes which began in 1950. They have won the Illino is

Distri ct Champi onshi p 15 times. The group sings for chari ty organi zati ons

and donates to the W heel ing Townshi p Food Pantry. Trustee Pado vani

thanked the group for their donation of time to the Veterans Breakfast and

other servi ce organi zati ons. 

VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS

VIII. CITIZENS TO BE HEARD

Resi dent George Motto , a supporter of the Black/ Whi te Divide movement,

sai d he was proud of the Village’ s consensus styl e of go vernment. He asked

for increased incl usi on and diversi ty in our communi ty. He sai d ini tiati ng

the conversati on is a step.  He was glad the Board ado pted a goal whi ch is

progress. He suggested loo king to Geneva and Oak Park whi ch are creati ng

task forces and also perhaps codifying diversity goals.

Resi dent Chri s Mier, of the Black/ Whi te Divide asked for: a wri tten

diversi ty po licy, pol ice trai ning on consci ous bias, and the hiring of an



Afri can Ameri can securi ty offi cer. 85% of the Village is Caucasi an. He

asked for the Village not to become an anachroni sm as it wi ll be left

behi nd.

Presi dent Hayes sai d the Board has no t do ne anythi ng to make the Village

inhospi tabl e and in fact ado pted diversi ty as one of its 10 go als thi s year.

He said the Board is doing all we can to make the Village open and

incl usi ve but it can’ t force peopl e to live here.

Mr. Reckl aus sai d staff is identi fyi ng pro jects to hel p support and forward

the Board’ s diversi ty goal . The Village has contracted for Unco nsci ous Bias

trai ning for the Management team and the Pol ice D epartment is looki ng at

the barri ers to empl oyment. The Village is tryi ng to increase the number of

minori ty and femal e pol ice candi dates. To do so, it’s looking at partneri ng

with Harper Col lege and tal king to exi sti ng femal e empl oyees to exami ne

existing barriers. If people want pursue a career in law enforcement, please

consi der the Village of Arlington Hei ghts which is currentl y accepti ng

applications.

Resi dent W illiam Boodro had questi ons on water rates and electri c

aggregati on. He sai d his rates are goi ng up 28. 5% over the next 5 years.

Water usage is go ing down so inco me go es do wn, but infrastructure isn’ t

used more, so it shoul d cost the same. On aggregati on, his letter did not

incl ude instructi ons on how to opt out. He was abl e to opt out after a

Google search. He said he was skeptical that the new provider’s rates

woul d be lower. He sai d if he wanted to buy renew abl e energy, he woul d do

it on his own. He disagreed that residents should be enrolled in it. The new

provi der has been fined by the Attorney General .

Mr. Reckl aus sai d the water rate increase was discussed at a lengthy

Commi ttee of the Whol e meeti ng. The Village’ s water system needs a lot of

repai rs and to keep up we need to repl ace 1% of it a year. A lot of the

materi al in the system from the 1960’ s is fai ling prematurel y. In order to

catch up, we’re havi ng to increase rates and issue a bond. The rates

themsel ves are currentl y low er than the average of our muni cipal

neighbors. It’s the Village’s obligation to maintain the water system. If we

were to bo rro w more money, it would rai se pro perty taxes. The 2020

budget includes a 0 percent property increase.

Mr. Reckl aus expl ained that a Referendum in 2011 gave the Village

authori ty to contract for energy provi ders on behal f of the resi dents. If an

energy provi der can get a contract for the communi ty, because of ho w

certai n users use thei r energy, the provi der can buy green certi ficates for

the enti re communi ty. There is also a civic contri buti on given to the Village

that pays for projects that then don’t need to be taxed for. The goal was to

be greener, ano ther Board go al . As far as the fine, Eligo Energy entered

into a voluntary settlement in 2016 because one of their subcontractors

was taki ng inappro pri ate acti on do or to door and over the phone. They

were no t sued and are no longer usi ng that subcontracto r. Thei r rati ng has



increased since then, and they have added custo mers and staff on thi s

program.

Resi dent Mike Goodman, an empl oyee of Arlington Park, expressed his

concern that the race track mi ght close. He liked the letter the Mayo r wrote

in suppo rt of the track. He asked what woul d happen if it did close and

what the current situation was.

Presi dent Hayes sai d the Village is do ing al l it can. Sadl y, the Village has

very little say in what happens to the racecourse. Arl ingto n Park is open at

least two more years, but there is no thi ng defi ni te after that. It is run by a

pri vate busi ness, the Illinoi s Raci ng bo ard gives the track its dates, and any

expansi on of gambl ing is vo ted on in Spri ngfi eld. Arl ington Hei ghts do esn’ t

have any control . All we can do is be supporti ve of issues that rel ate to the

track and he sai d the Board will do al l it can.

A . Warrant Register 10/ 30/ 2019 Approved

IX . OLD BUSINESS

Trustee Greg Pado vani moved to move the repo rt of the Commi ttee of the

W hol e meeti ng of Octo ber 28, 2019 to the Legal porti on of the Agenda and

move al l other agenda items forw ard in order. Trustee To m Schwi ngbeck

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta, Schwingbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

A . Report of Commi ttee- of- the- W ho le meeti ng of

November 4, 2019

Intervi ew of Thomas Hutchi son for Appoi ntment

to the Building Code of Review Board - Term

Endi ng 4/ 30/ 2022

Approved

Trustee Greg Pado vani moved to concur in the Village Presi dent' s

appo intment of Thomas Hutchi son to the Bui lding Code Revi ew Board.

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia Seco nded the Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

X . CONSENT AGENDA



CONS ENT OLD BUSINESS

CONS ENT APPROVAL OF BIDS

A . Emergency Repairs to Fire Vehicle - Aerial Truck

432

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinaglia moved to approve. Trustee Robin LaBedz Seconded

the Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg

B. Sel f Contai ned Breathi ng Apparatus ( SCBA ) Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to Motion. Trustee Robi n LaB edz Seconded the

Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg

C. Greenbri er/ Roano ke Stormw ater & Watermai n

Engi neeri ng Servi ces

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve. Trustee Robi n LaB edz Seco nded

the Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinaglia

Absent: Ro senberg

D. Kane McKenna & Asso ciates Contract Consul ting

Servi ces

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve. Trustee Robi n LaB edz Seco nded

the Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta, Schwingbeck,

Tinagl ia



Absent: Ro senberg

E . Audi t Servi ce Pro po sal s Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve. Trustee Robi n LaB edz Seco nded

the Moti on. 

The Motion: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinaglia

Absent: Ro senberg

CONS ENT LEGAL

A . A Resolution of the Village of Arlington Heights

Autho rizing the Adopti on of the Update of the

Cook County Multi -Jurisdictional Hazard

Mitigati on Plan

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve R19- 037. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg

B. An Ordi nance Amendi ng Chapter 22 of the

Arlingto n Hei ghts Muni cipal Code

Sewers - Addi tion of MW RD Infi ltrati on and

Infl ow Co ntro l Program requi rements)

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinaglia moved to approve 19-040. Trustee Robin LaBedz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Motion: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

C. A Reso luti on Accepti ng Requi red Publ ic

Impro vements

Heart' s Place Resubdi vision)

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinaglia moved to approve R19-038. Trustee Robin LaBedz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed



Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

D. An Ordi nance Establ ishi ng the Speed Limi t on a

Certain Street in the Village of Arlington

Heights

Betty Dr betw een Flenti e Ln and Dun Lo Ave)

Approved

Trustee Tom Schw ingbeck mo ved to appro ve 19- 041. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinaglia

Absent: Ro senberg

E . An Ordi nance Desi gnati ng a Four- Way Stop

Street

Highl and Avenue and Park Street)

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve 19- 042. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Motion: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinaglia

Absent: Ro senberg

F. An Ordi nance Establ ishi ng the Speed Limi t on a

Certai n Street in the Village of Arlingto n Heights

25 mi les per hour on a po rtion of Chestnut

Avenue between Rand Road and Palatine Road)

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve 19- 043. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

G . An Ordinance Designating a Two- Way Stop

Street

Dunton Ave to sto p for Orchard St)

Approved



Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve 19- 044. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg

H . A Reso luti on Accepti ng a Plat of Easement for a

Publ ic Storm Sew er

323 S Wal nut Ave)

Approved

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to appro ve R19- 039. Trustee Robi n LaB edz

Seconded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta, Schwingbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

CONS ENT REPORT OF THE VILLAGE MANA GER

XI. APPROV AL OF BID S

XII. NEW BUSINESS

A . D C# 19- 085 - McD onal d's - 15 E . Dundee Rd. -

Sign Vari ati on

Approved

Trustee John Scal etta moved to appro ve Desi gn Co mmi ssi on's

reco mmendati ons for pro ject # 19- 085 Sign Vari ati ons. Trustee Jim Tinagl ia

Seconded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaBedz, Padovani , Scaletta, Schwingbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

B. D C# 19- 086 -  McD onal d's - 1920 N. Arl ington

Heights Rd. - S ign Vari ati on

Approved

Trustee John Scaletta moved to approve Design Commission's

reco mmendati ons for pro ject # 19- 086 Sign Vari ati ons. Trustee Jim Tinagl ia

Seconded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,



Tinagl ia

Absent: Ro senberg

XIII. LEGAL

A . Report of Commi ttee- of- the- W ho le Meeti ng of

October 28, 2019

Adul t Use Cannabi s

Trustee Scal etta moved, seco nded by Trustee

Padovani , that the Commi ttee- of- the- W ho le

concur with the Board of Heal th's

recommendation and adopt Ordinance A to

prohi bi t the sal e of recreati onal mari juana in the

Village of Arlington Heights.

Approved

Presi dent Hayes sai d the Village Board is requi red by State Law to al low

any person the opportuni ty to publ icly comment whether or not they live in

the Village. The Board members can indi vidual ly assi gn thei r own val ue of

each comment based on where the speaker lives. At thi s meeti ng, the

Board wi ll conti nue to hear al l comments regardl ess of home address.

There have been questi ons as to the speakers at the last publ ic heari ng on

this issue. After analysis, 30 of the 36 speakers were Village residents. The

other 6 work in the Village, work with students in the Village, or live in

proximity to the Village. This is the third public meeting on Cannabis. The

Board has taken a lot of input, had many emai ls, pho ne cal ls and do ne a

lot of research. Toni ght’s vote will be final .

The peopl e listed bel ow spoke at the meeti ng. All are resi dents unl ess

otherw ise noted.

Speakers in support of legal ized recreati onal mari juana sal es in the

Village were: Kei th Moens, Mary Kay Baldino , Tracy Aiel lo , Theo do re

Pollari , Katie Tokarz, Bill Manganaro, Nicolle Grasse, Michael Thompson,

Ann Gillespi e, Dawn Frenzel , Jim Elgas, Davi d Clark, Greg Andej eski , Cary

Wolovick, Richard Halperin, Pom Rouse.

They ci ted the fo llowing reaso ns:

Increased revenue for the Village of Arlington Heights

Opti ng out deci sion based on subjecti ve perso nal bias, pol itical

persuasi on and misinfo rmati on

Opting out decision has religious and moral superiority bias

Doubl e standard/ alcohol no di fferent than mari juana

Trust the voters, majority voted for legalized use and sales

Wo n’t endanger fami ly val ues any more than liquor stores or gambl ing

at the racetrack



Keep tax bi ll low, take in al l po ssi ble revenues

Use is legal , Village can’ t legi slate that, why no t reap financi al

benefi ts as costs associ ated with enfo rcement and educati on wi ll be

incurred

Tax gai ns could hel p educati on on the issue

Benefi t for those who need it for medi cal reaso ns, but do n’t qual ify for

a medical prescription.  There are very few approved medical uses.

Pro speakers didn’ t come to earl ier heari ng as the previ ous straw vote

indi cated the Board woul d al low sal es

Conduct a trial peri od with exi sti ng medi cal sal e operator

If resi dents have a right to use it, it sho uld be al lowed to be sol d in

town

Chamber of Commerce suppo rts it

Be busi ness friendl y and forward thi nki ng

Village has ful l zoning autho rity

Black market a worse place to purchase marijuana, with approved

sal es, it wi ll be safer

It will be sold by neighboring communities

Racetrack and auto deal ershi p revenue is in jeo pardy, why say no to

any new form of revenue?

Village already has no n “ fami ly friendl y” si tuati ons: gentri ficati on,

puppy sal es from mi lls, an adul t gi ft sto re, high water bi lls

Overreach by local government

Some peo ple prefer mari juana to usi ng opi oids for pai n/ anxi ety

Opportunity to set the best standard

Speakers against allowing legalized recreational marijuana sales in the

Village were: Calvin Lindstrom ( Chri sti an Liberty Academy), Heidi

Tincknel l , Mei ling Shi , D i Yang ( Vernon Hi lls), John Yuan, Lou James,

Crai g Horowitz ( Buffal o Grove), W illiam Boodro, Lauri e Tayl or, Ann Udel l ,

Joseph Qian ( Pal ati ne), Peter Yang ( no address), Pri sci lla Haggl und, Meng

Wei L iu ( G lenvi ew), Conni e Zhou ( no address), Kevi n Yang ( Western

Spri ngs), Bruce Tincknel l , Tommy Tho mas, Jul ia Zhao ( no address).

They ci ted the fo llowing reaso ns for opti ng out:

Vo tes don’ t determi ne mo ral ity

People who work with the homeless are against it

Just because there is gambl ing and porn sal es, doesn’ t make thi s okay

With greater access comes greater usage

Mari juana over- acti vates brai n receptors and has long term impacts on

chi ldren

There wi ll be classroom issues/ attendance and disrupti ve behavi or

Fo r $1 gai ned there is $ 1.5 soci al cost

Make access harder, not easier

Mari juana is destructi ve and bad

Send a message that it is not okay to use drugs

Vo te your consci ence and face your god

Busi nesses are worri ed about empl oyee use



Board needs to have moral contro l

We do n’t need the money that much

The financi al gai ns are overesti mated

The black market will increase with legal sal es

It’s a gateway drug

Take time to deci de, don’ t rush

Kids will be exposed without their knowing it

Spendi ng wi ll increase for pol ice and medi cal interventi on

The states that passed it have more probl ems since it has been legal

The Village kno ws how to budget and will not have financi al pro blems

Protect the image/ brand of the Village of Arlingto n Heights

Chi ldren are mo re easi ly addi cted than adul ts

It damages brai ns

Seco nd hand purchases will be mo re common

Don’ t force parents to limi t thei r chi ldren’ s acti vi ties

Greater social costs will come

W hy open thi s box when the revenue is not assured?

Some things are more important than money

Presi dent Hayes sai d for him, there is no change or compro mi se on the

issue. As a representati ve form of demo cracy, input is factored in, but

Board members vote by what they thi nk is in the best interest of the

communi ty. He ci ted a CNN repo rt where a black market mari juana farm

was just rai ded in Cal iforni a. He noted that the plants had THC level s

higher than the legal limit. He said there are too many unknowns and to

him there is a di fference betw een alcoho l and mari juana. The State

legislation prohibits marijuana usage in any public place or knowingly

usi ng it in proxi mi ty to anyo ne under 21 or where usage can be viewed by

others. The State Legi slators have disti ngui shed alcohol from mari juana.

He sai d he ackno wledges the benefi ts of medi cal mari juana and is thankful

that the Village has a dispensary. That busi ness is not on trial .

Presi dent Hayes sai d the issue is the al lowance of recreati onal sal es in the

Village. Veri life is not the onl y potenti al dispensary. He sai d the Village is

no t anti -busi ness and actual ly just accepted an award from the U S

Conference of Mayors as one of two small business friendly communities in

the nati on. He sai d as Board members, we have to make deci sions that are

sometimes not popular. The Board has received a lot of criticism for their

deci sion last week. One resi dent sai d the Mayo r is not progressi ve in his

thi nki ng and do esn’ t have a vision for the Village. Presi dent Hayes sai d he

has a vision, unfortunatel y it’s a di fferent vision of what Arlington Hei ghts

shoul d be than the vision of the resi dent who commented. He sai d he will

conti nue to advo cate to see that his vision is ful fi lled whi ch is to not

diminish the qual ity of life in the Village in any way shape or form.

Trustee Schw ingbeck sai d he is here to do what is in the best interest of

the Village and to listen to what the residents are saying. He said he is

constantl y listeni ng in case he learns somethi ng new. He sai d he had a lot

of emai ls bo th pro and con. One emai l cal led him out for his “ prej udi ce and



perso nal mo ral ity bias”. Another sai d he was “ swayed by organi zati ons and

Chri sti an extremi sts”. He sai d he didn’ t kno w anythi ng about the anti -

mari juana organi zati on and had to look them up on the internet. W hat he

has been do ing, is tal king to resi dents via phone, emai l or in person. He’s

met with do ctors, nurses, and visi ted Veri life in tryi ng to formul ate an

opinion. He sai d he kept an open mind to see if there was somethi ng new

he hadn’t thought about. It’s important to listen to outsiders as well as our

resi dents because perhaps somethi ng can be learned. We do it on other

issues like affordabl e ho usi ng. He sai d he can’ t speak for the others on the

Board, but he kept an open mind and listened. To him, the brand is

important and that is ho w he will vo te.

Trustee Tinagl ia has there has been an incredi ble outpouri ng of passi on,

feel ings, thoughts, and research. Everyo ne has the right to bel ieve how

they do, and no- one sho uld be disparaged. He sai d his vote is the same.

He said he thinks it’s odd to think that by moving this facility to the other

side of the street it wi ll make a di fference wi th how peo ple behave in our

community.  It won’t go away. We’ll have the same costs and the same

troubl e will come. We didn’ t ask for thi s, Illino is gave it to us. The

chal lenge is ho w we wi ll regul ate it. Pretendi ng it do esn’ t exi st won’t hel p,

and we’ll need to pay for it. This vote is not abo ut fami ly val ues, or the

kids. He heard from someo ne who se fami ly member died because they got

somethi ng laced wi th the wrong stuff on the black market. This person

wondered if thei r fami ly member hadn' t purchased it on the black market,

perhaps they would be alive. If it is going to be here, then as a decision

maker, I have to look at the costs. Everyone hates taxes. A lot of peo ple

don’t like cannabis, but more people hate tax increases than they dislike

mari juana sal es in the Village. He wi ll vote in favor of sal es. All of the

Trustees are doi ng our best to do what we thi nk is right.

Trustee Pado vani sai d he tal ked to over 200 peo ple perso nal ly. His emai ls

show ed 1/ 3 are agai nst, 1/ 3 are for, and 1/ 3 are in the middl e but are

interested in revenues. The cl ini cal benefi ts and cri me are not real ly the

issues. It’s the revenues. We are not a stand- alone communi ty and the

do llar amo unts pro jected keep go ing down. The 3% tax is not avai labl e to

us until September 1. Why don’t we wait to see what happens? Traffic,

cri me, revenue, we’ll be abl e to see what happens aro und us and we only

risk 4 months. Then we can see if the revenues are there. If we are going

to take a big step like thi s and no t get the revenues, we woul d feel like we

were betrayed. He sai d he will sti ll vote to opt out with the request that we

look at it next year and suggested learni ng from our nei ghbors.

Trustee LaB edz sai d she is not convi nced we would real ize the revenue that

was proj ected so is in favor of opti ng out. After listeni ng and researchi ng,

she has not found anything to convince her to change her vote. Nothing

precl udes the issue fro m comi ng forward at a later date, but as there needs

to be a decision before the first of the year, she will vote to opt out.

Trustee Canty sai d she has a sister who has struggl ed wi th substance



abuse. Her sister went from bei ng of an alcoho lic to bei ng a heroi n addi ct.

This did no t happen because she tried mari juana, but because she sel f-

medi cated and lacked appro pri ate mental heal th care oppo rtuni ties. Trustee

Canty sai d she is no t uni nfo rmed, and is no t immune to it. Her fami ly has

struggl ed. She sai d it woul d be a mi stake to no t take the opportuni ty to

co llect sal es revenue and appl y the funds in a way that would hel p peo ple

with these issues. She suggested a pilot so the Village could get real data

and eval uate the issues. Veri life is in our communi ty, and is a very secure

si te. The mari juana is no t out or loose, it’s prepackaged and no t consumed

on premi ses. The questi on was put to the voters and over 13, 000 voted in

favo r of legal izing al l aspects. She sai d she bel ieves it is the Trustee’ s duty

as elected representati ves to refl ect the majo rity when our resi dents speak

to us on a referendum. That’s the onl y way they have to tel l us what they

want. Trustee Canty sai d she trusted that they coul d read the questi on and

understood that it could be so ld in the Village. She tol d the Board to find

ways to win. People are upset with the increase in water rates, nervous

abo ut Arlington Park, and concerned abo ut car deal ershi ps leavi ng. Retai l

and restaurants will not make up the revenue. Waiting allows other

communi ties to bui ld a revenue base. Investment will go to other

communi ties. She sai d the Legi slature separated out mari juana from

alcoho l because no one has fixed alcoho l legi slati on in decades. They took

better informati on to better regul ate it. She sai d she did no t come to her

deci sion lightl y, or without assessi ng the po tenti al risks. She restated that

she thi nks the Village sho uld have a pi lot pro gram and respect our voters.

Trustee Scal etta sai d ini tial ly he was in favor of mari juana sal es in order to

gain the revenue. He said he is not against the concept, but didn’t

understand the rush. We can always opt in later. If the sal es proj ecti ons

do n’t work out and the impact is negati ve, we’ ll be cal led greedy bo ard

members. He recommended prudence to make sure we kno w what we are

getti ng into . He sai d he wasn’ t sw ayed one way or the other last week, and

peo ple are not giving the Board eno ugh credi t for the work it do es to be

prepared for meeti ngs. Peopl e say thi ngs about the Board that are untrue.

Nasty emai ls came our way. Peo ple recommended to lerance, but onl y

tow ards the peo ple they agreed wi th. Trustee Scal etta sai d to be tol erant of

everyone. Treat each other with civility. We're in it for the long hall . This

Board is al l here for ano ther year at least, trust that each of us is usi ng

their best judgement and voting the way we think is right for the Village.

Trustee Baldino sai d it is clear that thi s is controversi al and there is no a

clear consensus. The Board is requi red to do somethi ng befo re January 1,

2020. This issue is no t just about tax impl icati ons, it’s the impl icati ons at

al l level s of government. The Board does al l it can to keep tax levi es do wn.

This year looks good, but the future is uncertai n. Trustee Baldino sai d he

thinks this is an opportunity to generate tax revenues to bridge the gap and

cover the shortfal l . He sai d he was suppo rti ve of a pi lot. The Board has

heard a lot of opinions, and it’s hard to know what to believe. He

suggested getti ng hard data in Arlingto n Heights. There wi ll be impacts so

let us see what they are and then make an informed deci sion versus a



deci sion on conjecture. If we opt out, and change our mi nds, there is no

guarantee a busi ness wi ll come to the Village later.

Presi dent Hayes sai d mo nies fro m mari juana sal es would be a windfal l , it is

no t in the budget for 2020. 

Trustee Canty called on residents to remember these votes at the ballot

box.

Trustee John Scal etta moved to to concur with the Commi ttee of the

W hol e's recommendati on to concur wi th the Board of Heal th' s

reco mmendati on and adopt an Ordi nance to prohi bi t the sal e of

recreati onal mari juana in the Village of Arlington Heights. Trustee Greg

Padovani Seconded the Moti on. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schw ingbeck

Nays: Baldino, Canty, Tinaglia

Absent: Rosenberg

B. An Ordi nance Amendi ng Chapter 7 of the

Muni cipal Code of the Village of Arlington

Heights ( Addi ng Arti cle Prohi bi ting Adul t Use

Cannabi s Busi nesses)

Approved

Radomi r Baj ic sai d water pipes are expl odi ng in his backyard. He sai d he

can see why the water bi ll is increasi ng. He sai d to find a di fferent way to

tax people. He thanked Mr. Recklaus for calling him to ask about his issue. 

Trustee John Scal etta moved to appro ve 19- 045, an Ordi nance Amendi ng

Chapter 7 of the Muni cipal Code of the Village of Arl ington Hei ghts

Addi ng Arti cle Pro hibi ting Adul t Use Cannabi s Busi nesses). Trustee Greg

Padovani Seconded the Moti on. 

The Moti on: W ithdraw n

Ayes: Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schw ingbeck

Nays: Baldino, Canty, Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg

XIV . REPORT OF THE VILLA GE MANA GER

XV . APPOINTMENTS

XVI . PETITIONS AND C OMMUNICATIONS

A . Request for Closed Sessi on per ILC S 120/ 2( c)

21): Discussion of minutes lawfully closed,

whether for purposes of approval of the minutes

or the semi -annual review of the minutes

and-

Reschedul ed



5 ILCS120/ 2( c)( 1): Appo intment, empl oyment,

compensati on, disci pl ine, perfo rmance or

dismi ssal of speci fic empl oyees of the publ ic

body or legal counsel

Due to the lateness of the meeti ng, thi s item was mo ved to the Village

Board meeting of 11/ 18/2019.

XVII. ADJOURNMENT

Trustee Jim Tinagl ia moved to adjourn at 11: 30 a.m. Trustee Ro bin LaB edz

Seco nded the Motion. 

The Moti on: Passed

Ayes: Baldino, Canty, Hayes, LaB edz, Padovani , Scal etta, Schwi ngbeck,

Tinagl ia

Absent: Rosenberg


