
Agenda  
Village of Arlington Heights
Environmental Commission

Commissions Room, Village Hall
33 S. Arlington Heights Road Arlington Heights, IL 60005

September 22, 2016
7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes from 2/9/16
B. Minutes from 7/14/16

IV. REPORTS

V. OLD BUSINESS

A. Business/Institution Recycling
B. Spring Sweep
C. Plastic Shopping Bag Recycling

VI. NEW BUSINESS

VII. OTHER BUSINESS

VIII.ADJOURNMENT

Persons with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services, such as an
American Sign Language interpreter or written materials in accessible
formats, should contact David Robb, Disability Services Coordinator, at 33 S.
Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005, (847)368-5793
(Voice), (847)368-5980 (Fax) or drobb@vah.com.



Item: Minutes from 2/9/16

Department:  hs

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Februrary EC minutes Minutes



Village of Arlington Heights  

Environmental Commission  

Minutes from February 9, 2016 

 
 

 I.   Call to Order 

 

Chair Barry called the meeting to order at 7:08 pm. 

 

II.   Roll Call 

 

Present Absent 

Chair Barry Commissioner Medhat 

Commissioner Sawyer Commissioner McVay 

Commissioner O’Brien  

Commissioner Jordan  

Youth Commissioner Glasgow  

 Also Present 

 Jeff Bohner, Staff Liaison 

  

III.   Approval of Minutes 

  

A motion was made by Commissioner Sawyer to approve the minutes of the January 

5, 2016, meeting, seconded by Commissioner O’Brien and approved by unanimous 

consent. 

 

IV. Reports  

 

V. Old Business 

 

A.    Commission Projects/Assignments 

 

1. Water Conservation  

Commissioner O’Brien said he could get samples of the rain barrels for display. 

Commissioner Jordan offered to ask local Boy Scouts if they could construct 

barrels from kits for residents. Then orders could be taken for the barrels. 

Commissioner Sawyer suggested the Scouts also sell the barrels, to avoid sales tax 

issues that had been brought up by the Village Finance Department. 

 

2. Public Outreach  

The Chair asked if the Commission had interest in making recycling instruction 

magnets for public distribution. He and Commissioner Sawyer agreed to 

investigate pricing for magnets, to possibly hand out at the Spring Sweep recycling 

event.  

 

Commissioner Jordan stated she was working on changes to the plastic film 

recycling flyer she had distributed, and would bring it to the Commission for 

approval at the next meeting.   

 

 



  

3. Business/Institution Recycling  

No report. 

 

4. Plastic Shopping Bag Ban/Recycling 
Chair Barry said he had filed a Freedom of Information request with the Village to 

find out the location of all retail stores over 10,000 square feet. He had spoken to 

the managers of the Vail Street Jewel and Mariano’s. While the Jewel manager did 

not think a plastic bag ban would affect their operations, the manager at Mariano’s 

stated she didn’t want a bag ban. Reusable and paper bags did not fit their check-

out areas well and added time to the bagging process.  

 

Commissioner Sawyer interviewed a former Environmental Commission member 

from Evanston about their bag ban. She informed him that their ban had less 

resistance than was initially anticipated. Only 11 stores are affected by the ban in 

Evanston, and all have adapted after some initial concern. However, she did not 

think there had been much reduction in use of plastic in the town. Since the ban did 

not cover thicker plastic bags (to allow shoppers to employ re-usable bags), many 

stores were handing out thicker plastic bags for free. She categorized the effort as a 

“feel good move”, but with un-satisfying results. Youth Commissioner Glasgow 

and Commissioner Sawyer both thought a fee for plastic shopping bags would be 

more effective, and the fee monies could be used for environmental projects.  

Commissioner Jordan shared an article from the Chicago Tribune that explained 

that a bag fee of 10¢ wasn’t enough to stop patrons from using bags. It suggested a 

minimum thickness of 4 mm or mandating use of compostable plastic. 

 

The Chair reminded the group that another issue would be enforcement of the ban. 

In Evanston, the Health Department and Community Development Department are 

responsible for enforcement. 

 

VI.  New Business 

The Commissioners discussed the Spring Sweep recycling event held by the Special 

Events Commission. The Chair of the Special Events Commission had contacted the 

Environmental Commission about helping at this year’s event, and possibly taking over 

running of future events. It was agreed that the Commission members could help this year, 

and get an understanding of the size and scope of the event. Chair Barry said he would 

attend the next Special Events Commission meeting. 

  

VII. Other Business 

After discussion, the Commissioners agreed that a Tuesday in April would be convenient 

for a tour of the Groot material recovery facility.  

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Commissioner Sawyer to 

adjourn, seconded by Commissioner O’Brien, and approved by unanimous consent.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:53 pm. 



Item: Minutes from 7/14/16

Department:  hs

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
July EC minutes Minutes



Village of Arlington Heights  

Environmental Commission  

Minutes from July 14, 2016 

 
 

 I.   Call to Order 

 

The Commission agreed to appoint Commissioner McVay as Acting Chair for the 

meeting. Acting Chair McVay called the meeting to order at 7:02pm. 

 

II.   Roll Call 

 

Present Absent 

Acting Chair McVay Commissioner Sawyer 

Commissioner Malik Commissioner Barry 

Commissioner O’Brien Commissioner Medhat 

Commissioner Jordan  

 Also Present 

 Jeff Bohner, Staff Liaison 

 Gary Takahashi, Arlington Heights resident 

 

III.   Approval of Minutes 

 

A motion was made by Commissioner O’Brien to approve the minutes of the June 7, 

2016, meeting, seconded by Commissioner Jordan and approved by unanimous 

consent. 

  

The minutes of the February 9, 2016, meeting could not be approved as a quorum of 

attending members was not present. 

 

Commissioner Malik introduced himself to the group, and was welcomed by the other 

Commissioners. 

 

IV. Reports  

 

V. Old Business 

 

A.    Commission Projects/Assignments 

 

1. Water Conservation  

The Liaison informed the Commission that information about the rain barrel 

program was on display in public areas such as the Village Hall.  

 

2. Public Outreach/ Business Recycling  

Commissioner Jordan said she had contacted Wheeling Township, and was waiting 

to talk to them. 

 

Commissioner O’Brien had been told by the Library that the Environmental 

Commission wouldn’t be allowed to place information in their newsletter, but 

could put a display in a window of the Library. 



  

There was a discussion about mandatory multi-family dwelling recycling in the 

Village.  

 
3. Plastic Shopping Bag Ban/Recycling 

Commissioners discussed the pending State legislation requiring registration of 

plastic shopping bag manufacturers, recycling programs for the bags, and stripping 

home rule from communities. The Acting Chair said the Commission needed to 

speak to localities where bans/fees had been enacted and ask how compliance and 

public opinion had been. 

 

VI.  New Business 

 

The Liaison told the Commissioners he had invited the Chair of the Special Events 

Commission to an Environmental Commission meeting to discuss the Spring Sweep 

recycling event and was waiting for a response. Commissioner O’Brien said a decision 

about running the event needed to be made soon, as several months of planning would be 

needed.  

 

VII. Other Business 

 

The Commission asked the Liaison to find out how many rain barrels and yardwaste/food 

scrap toter carts had been ordered by Village residents. 

 

After discussion, the Commissioners agreed that September 22, 2016, would be acceptable 

for the next meeting. 

 

VIII. Adjournment 

 

With no further business to discuss, a motion was made by Commissioner O’Brien to 

adjourn, seconded by Commissioner Jordan, and approved by unanimous consent.   

 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:55pm. 
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