
MINUTES

Presi dent and Board of Trustees

Village of Arlington Hei ghts

Commi ttee- of- the- W hol e

Communi ty Room

Arlingto n Heights Village Hal l

33 S. Arl ingto n Hei ghts Road

Arlingto n Heights, IL 60005

September 11, 2017

7: 30 PM

I. CALL TO ORD ER

II. PLED GE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

President Hayes and the following Trustees were present: Blackwood,

Glasgo w, Baldino , Sido r, LaB edz, and Tinagl ia.

Trustees Scal etta and Rosenberg were absent. 

Also in attendance were: Randy Reckl aus, Mary Juarez, Tom Kuehne, Charl es

Perki ns, D iana Mikul a, Becky Hume, Kel ly Livingston, and Mary Rath.

IV .NEW BUSINESS

A . Teen Center Planni ng

Mr. Recklaus said the former Teen Center building was built in 1952 as a

library. The Village purchased it in 1994 to use as a Teen Center. The current

operator is Chicago Youth for Christ and they are looking to terminate the

lease. The bui lding needs a new roof and other ongo ing repai rs. There is no

muni cipal purpose for thi s bui lding. The other taxi ng bodi es are no t

interested in it. Since $ 94, 000 of CDBG funds were used to purchase the

bui lding, HUD needs to approve the sal e and the vi llage needs to rei mburse

some or al l of these funds. The amo unt would need to be determi ned by

HUD.

Mr. Reckl aus outl ined the opti ons. It is zoned as publ ic land, and there are

only 6 dedicated parking spots. It is surrounded by single-family homes. The

bui lding could be torn down and redevel oped or so ld. The vi llage could issue

an RFP for no t for pro fit agenci es that would qual ify under CD BG . Trustee



Rosenberg sai d his preference is for one of these two opti ons. The thi rd

opti on woul d be to issue an RFP for any users interested in preservi ng the

exi sti ng histo ric bui lding. The nei ghbo rs wi ll have opi nions and those

view poi nts wi ll need to be consi dered as wel l .

Mr. Perki ns sai d the pro perty coul d be two substandard singl e- fami ly lots.

The lots would be the same size as the homes to the west. The site could

also be condomi niums or apartments.

Presi dent Hayes sai d the property has no val ue fro m a landmark standpo int

for him. He sai d he is wi lling to expl ore an opti on where the vi llage was not

on the hook for the CD BG funds. 

Trustee Glasgow sai d there is no reasonabl e return for the vi llage. He asked

ho w easy it would be to lease. Mr. Reckl aus sai d the vi llage co llects $ 700 a

month right now. The users that would be interested are limited. Mr.

Reckl aus sai d CD BG woul d be pai d off from pro ceeds of the sal e.

Mr. Perki ns sai d if it is so ld, the vi llage will have to pay back into the

vi llage’ s CD BG fund. He sai d the vi llage’ s approach would be sel l and put in

an equal percentage of the ini tial grant ( 12. 5%) back, but it is no t known if

HUD will agree to that. Trustee Glasgow sai d he saw no reaso n to keep it.

Trustee LaB edz agreed that the bui lding do es no t have histo rical val ue that

would make it interesting to save. It is so under-parked, very few people

could use it. She sai d it was reaso nabl e to see two singl e- fami ly homes

there.

Trustee Baldino asked why there might be histo ric val ue. Mr. Reckl aus sai d

because it was the first purpo se bui lt library. There has not been a signi ficant

publ ic airing of the bui lding’s future, so it is unknow n what the publ ic

percepti on is. Mr. Perki ns sai d peopl e were concerned about Recreati on Park

as it is a W PA bui lding. The Teen Center is not on any preservati on list.

Trustee Baldino sai d he did no t see any val ue in hol ding onto the bui lding,

but because of the histori c nature of the nei ghborhoo d, the vi llage needs to

be careful what is done there.

Trustee Tinaglia said it is a neat well -built old building so there is value

there. The val ue of the land is approxi matel y $200, 000 per lot, maybe a littl e

higher. Demo lition would cost $ 100, 000. The vi llage woul d be lucky to get

400, 000 because a devel oper will have to spend a lot of money to get the

lots ready for constructi on. If it coul d be repurposed, it woul d be great for a

smal l busi ness. He sai d he agreed with unl oadi ng it, but sai d let us be

mindful of what go es in there.

Trustee Tinagl ia asked ho w the vi llage wi ll prevent a use that upsets the

neighbors from going in.

Mr. Reckl aus sai d ho peful ly it coul d be so ld to someone who will not upset



the nei ghbors with its new use. Any new use requi res new zoning but thi s

opens the vi llage up to issues do wn the road. It will no t be a financi al

windfal l .

Trustee Blackw ood suggested W heel ing To wnshi p servi ces might need the

space. She sai d she was also in favo r of a professi onal offi ce.

Presi dent Hayes sai d he was in favor of an RFP that incl udes mo re than a

po tenti al resi denti al use, a low intensi ty commerci al shoul d be consi dered

too. He sai d he was open to any and al l potenti al buyers.

Trustee LaB edz asked of the bui lding' s attri butes. It is AD A accessi ble, the

bathrooms are up to date and there is a ki tchen. Many of the basi cs are

rel ati vel y current.

Trustee Sidor asked how large the space was. Answer: 28,000 square feet.

He sai d he would like to see it preserved, but do esn’ t want it to be a burden

on the village. Financially he does not think the village should keep it, but

emoti onal ly would like the bui lding to survi ve.

Mr. Reckl aus summari zed the Board' s wishes sayi ng they are interested in an

RFP that is open ended to see where the interest is. Mr. Kuehne sai d the roo f

will no t be incl uded in the 2018 budget as a resul t of thi s di recti on. The

bui lding will be secure, but undergo no major improvements.

V . OTHER BUSINESS

A . Request for Closed Sessi on per 5 ILC S 120/ 2( c)( 2): Collecti ve

negotiating matters between the public body and its employees or

thei r representati ves, or del iberati ons concerni ng sal ary schedul es

for one or more classes of empl oyees

VI.AD JOUR NM ENT

Trustee Glasgow moved to adjourn to Closed Session at 8:05 p.m. Trustee

Sidor seconded the mo tion. 

Ayes: Glasgow, Sidor, Baldino, LaBedz, Tinaglia, Blackwood, Hayes

Nayes: None

The mo tion passed.


