
  Village of Arlington Heights
Housing Commission

Commissions Room 2nd Floor
Arlington Heights Village Hall 
33 S. Arlington Heights Road
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

August 19, 2015
7:00 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes 6/9/15

IV. REPORTS

V. OLD BUSINESS

A. Single Family Rehabilitation Loan Program Update
B. Plan Commission Calendar
C. Group Home and Transitional Housing Program Change in Policy
D. Rental Inspection Discussion
E. Cook County HOME Consortium

VI. NEW BUSINESS

A. Housing Commission Budget for Fiscal Year 2016

VII. OTHER BUSINESS

VIII.ADJOURNMENT

Persons with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services, such as an
American Sign Language interpreter or written materials in accessible
formats, should contact David Robb, Disability Services Coordinator, at 33 S.
Arlington Heights Road, Arlington Heights, Illinois 60005, (847)368-5793
(Voice), (847)368-5980 (Fax) or drobb@vah.com.



Item: Minutes 6/9/15

Department:  Planning & Community Development

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
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DRAFT 
 

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE ARLINGTON HEIGHTS HOUSING COMMISSION 

HELD AT ARLINGTON HEIGHTS VILLAGE HALL 
VILLAGE OF ARLINGTON HEIGHTS, ILLINOIS 

JUNE 9, 2015 
 

 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
 
Commissioners     
Present:  Mark Hellner  Siobhan White   
   Alex Hageli  Namrita Nelson  
 
Commissioners   
Absent:   Anisa Jordan  Karen Conway 
 
Staff Present:  Nora Boyer, Housing Planner/Staff Liaison 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
II. ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Hellner, White, Nelson, and Hageli were present. 
 
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner Hageli, seconded by Commissioner Nelson, to approve the minutes 
of the May 12, 2015 meeting. The motion was carried unanimously. 
 
IV. REPORTS 
 
None 
 
V. OLD BUSINESS 
 

A. Single Family Rehabilitation Loan Program 
 

Ms. Boyer reported that projects 14-02 and 14-05 have been completed. She was asked to 
provide “after” photographs of the home for project 14-05. 
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Ms. Boyer explained that a new application was received (15-01) from a single mother with two 
7 year of children. There were a couple of eligibility issues. Ms. Boyer explained that the owner 
rented the home for several years and has owned the home for about one year. The program 
guideline is that the owner has owned the home for 2 years. Ms. Boyer said that she appears 
to be very committed to the house. The reason for the 2 year requirement is to prevent people 
from using the program to prepare the home for a quick sale. The owner is requesting a waiver 
from the 2-year ownership requirement. Also, the owner’s income exceeds the maximum for 
100% financing, and the owner is requesting a waiver from the requirement to pay 30% of the 
project cost. Due to the requirement to have a minimum of 15% equity after the Village loan is 
made, the owner is eligible for up to a $12,500 loan. 
 
The Commissioners discussed the case and since the owner has shown a commitment to the 
home (renting for several years and then buying the home) and because the maximum loan is 
limited to $12,500 they agreed that the waivers were justified. 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Nelson to 
waive the requirement that the owner have owned the home for a minimum of two years 
and approving 100% financing, pending approval of the project and bids at a later 
meeting, up to a loan amount of $12,500. The motion was approved unanimously. 

 
B. Group Home and Transitional Housing Program – Ms. Boyer reported that the motion to 

change the terms of assistance to 100% grants has been forwarded to the Director of Planning 
& Community Development who will speak to the Village Manager about taking it to the Village 
Board. Chairman Hellner asked if the 100% financing will be retroactive to the projects already 
completed. Ms. Boyer reported that was part of the motion. 

   
  Ms. Boyer reported that the kitchen at the Glenkirk group home is finished. Ms. Boyer was  
  asked to request photographs from Glenkirk. 
 

C. Rental Inspection Discussion – Ms. Boyer has requested that the Building Department provide 
input on the Northwest Municipal Conference Survey. The survey questions will be sent to the 
Northwest Municipal Conference when they are finalized.  
 

VI. NEW BUSINESS 
 

A. Cook County HOME Consortium 
Ms. Boyer explained that the Village has the option to direct the Federal HOME funds that are 
attributable to the Village’s population to Cook County rather than to the State to administer 
through the Illinois Housing Development Authority. The CDBG eligible communities in Cook 
County have been invited by Cook County to join the HOME Consortium and HUD has strongly 
encouraged the communities to join the HOME Consortium. Hoffman Estates, Mount Prospect, 
Palatine, and Schaumburg have joined the HOME Consortium. Des Plaines voted in May to 
join the HOME Consortium. 
 
Ms. Boyer explained that a few years ago, Cook County said that it would be evaluating needs 
and distributing funds on more of a sub-regional basis for a more balanced distribution of 
resources across the County. Ms. Boyer reported that recently Cook County provided funding 



 

 

 

3

for the new senior building in Mt. Prospect and Mt. Prospect provided local financial 
contribution. In the 2015/2016 budget, Arlington Heights has set allocated $73,000 for the 
Goedke Apartments renovation and Cook County has made a conditional commitment of 
approximately $750,000.  
 
Cook County has also issued a Conditional Commitment Letter for the Parkview Apartments 
with a one of the conditions of the funding that the Village either make a local financial 
contribution to the project or join the HOME Consortium. Apparently, if a community is a 
member of the HOME Consortium local contributions are not required, but if communities are 
not members of the HOME Consortium the communities are being required to provide local 
contributions in order for the project to receive funding from the county. 
 
A couple of other considerations discussed were that the fiscal year for the CDBG program 
would need to be changed from May 1 – April 30th to October 1st - September 30th. This is less 
of an issue since the Village fiscal year was changed. Ms. Boyer explained the 5 month gap 
period that would occur from May 1, 2016 to September 30, 2016. Cook County offered to 
cover the Village public services and administrative costs during this time and provide up to 
$10,000 for emergency home repairs under the Single Family Rehab Program during the gap 
period. The coverage of these costs is going to the Cook County Board for approval. There are 
also carry over funds that could cover expenses under the Single Family Rehabilitation Loan 
program during the gap period. 
 
Ms. Boyer also explained that the Village’s Consolidated Plan would be incorporated into the 
County Consolidated Plan. The Village will prepare its Annual Action Plan, submit it to the 
County, and the County will submit all of the HOME member communities’ plans together. 
 
Commissioner Nelson asked who would control how the Federal funds are spent. Ms. Boyer 
said that the County would allocate the HOME dollars. She believes that the County Board 
makes the final decisions. The County would not have authority over the Village’s CDBG funds 
and this is in the Memorandum of Understanding with respect to joining the HOME 
Consortium. The Village’s Annual Action Plans will need to be consistent with the Cook County 
overall Consolidated Plan. Cook County has said that it plans to keep its goals general enough 
to be compatible with local community goals. 
 
Finally, Ms. Boyer explained that members on the HOME Consortium are allowed to opt out of 
the HOME Consortium every three years. Due to the opt-out cycle, if the Village joins effective 
October 2016, it will have the opportunity to opt-out of the HOME Consortium in two years. 
Chairman Hellner asked if Ms. Boyer knows of any organizations that have opted out. Ms. 
Boyer said that Arlington Heights was a member very early on in the formation of the HOME 
Consortium (in the 1990s) and did not renew its membership after the first three years.The 
Village had no negative experiences with the HOME Consortium but had not seen any benefits 
of participation through the date of withdrawal. 
 
Ms. Boyer said that if the Village is a member of the HOME Consortium that the Village wants 
to receive copies of applications for projects that involve projects in the Village of Arlington 
Heights. 
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Ms. Boyer said that when investigating membership in the HOME Consortium the Village 
became aware of a Conditional Commitment Letter from Cook County for the Parkview 
Apartments project. The Conditional Commitment Letter was not initially provided to the Village 
by Cook County or the developer. Ms. Boyer said that she was making the Housing 
Commission aware of some information contained in the Conditional Commitment Letter that 
the Village did not know previously. The Conditional Commitment Letter: 1) allocates $1 million 
to the Kenneth Young Center for the purchase of the land and $1 million to Parkview LLC for 
the construction of the building, 2) there is a condition that the Village either provide a local 
contribution or join the HOME Consortium, and 3) there was information regarding subsidized 
units. 
 
Chairman Hellner stated that he was not aware that Kenneth Young was involved but that they 
have a good reputation. Commissioner White was concerned as to why Kenneth Young would 
be involved instead of Alexian Center for Mental Health. It was questioned why the Kenneth 
Young Center would be involved in the project. Chairman Hellner stated that it could be as an 
investment. Ms. Boyer that the plan may have changed since IHDA did its preliminary review of 
the project in the spring of 2014, but in the project’s preliminary assessment summary by IHDA 
there is reference to 5 supportive housing units and 17 rental assistance units which may 
mean subsidized units. The total low/moderate income units shown is 45 which was consistent 
with the number of affordable units originally presented by the developer. 
 
Commissioner White said that she is concerned about why the Kenneth Young Center has 
become such a large partner. She said that it is her understanding that Arlington Heights is 
under the service jurisdiction of the Alexian Center for Mental Health. Chairman Hellner said 
that the Kenneth Young Center is providing service with respect to the project in Mt. Prospect, 
but Ms. White said that Mt. Prospect may be in the Kenneth Young service area. She said that 
the Federal government establishes the jurisdictions for the community mental health centers. 
She is concerned that our provider that has been in Arlington Heights for many years is not 
involved. 
 
Commissioner White suggested that there are two different questions. She said that the 
condition that Cook County make the Village aware of projects in its jurisdiction will address 
the issue of the Village being informed and it led to finding out more information on this project 
retroactively. She said that she thought that it is a problem that the Village was not aware of 
the partnership with this provider that does not normally work in Arlington Heights. Chairman 
Hellner stated that perhaps the Conditional Commitment Letter contains errors or there was a 
miscommunication. Perhaps the Parkview project was confused with another project involving 
the Kenneth Young Center. He said that the Parkview project was not presented with any 
supportive services involved, and therefore it is odd that any service provider is involved, so he 
wonders if it may be a mistake.  
 
Commissioner White suggested that the HOME Consortium be taken as a separate item and 
that the developer be asked to come back in to clarify and explain the open questions.  
 
Chairman Hellner offered to send a text to the developer asking about the involvement of the 
Kenneth Young Center. Ms. Boyer advised that it is preferable that communication by 
developers be coordinated through the Planning Department. Chairman Hellner stated that it is 
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important that the Housing Commission not throw a wrench into the project since it is a 
substantial investment in the community. 
  
Commissioner Nelson asked why Cook County wants the communities to join the Consortium 
so badly. Ms. Boyer said that the County receives more funds to distribute in the County 
receives some administrative dollars. There has been no communication or pushback from 
IHDA about the Village joining the HOME Consortium. Ms. Boyer explained that Cook County 
also administers the Urban County structure. Cook County administers the CDBG funds of 
communities that join the Urban County. Arlington Heights and the other northwest suburban 
communities have stated that they are not interested in joining the Urban County organization. 
 
The Commission asked if it could defer entertaining a motion concerning joining the HOME 
Consortium. Ms. Boyer said that the matter is scheduled to go to the Village Board this 
Monday, June 15th in order to meet the deadline for joining the Consortium in 2016. Ms. Boyer 
read a letter received from Parkview LLC regarding staff questions concerning the Conditional 
Commitment Letter including the condition regarding local contribution of membership in the 
HOME Consortium. 
 
At the conclusion of the discussion: 
A motion was made by Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Hellner to 
recommend to the Village Board that the Village join the Cook County HOME 
Consortium. Ayes: Hellner and White. Nays: Nelson and Hageli. The vote was tied. 
 
The reason for the no votes on the motion was insufficient time to study the issues concerning 
the HOME Consortium including the questions regarding the Parkview Apartments project 
which has applied for HOME funds. 
 
A second motion was made: 
A motion was made by Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Hellner 
requesting additional information on how the Parkview project has evolved including 
financing and rental subsidies. The motion was approved unanimously.  
 
Ms. Boyer discussed a final project that may be considered by Cook County for funding. UP 
Development and the North West Housing Partnership (NWHP) are proposing an owner 
occupied home rehab program that would provide grants ($6,000 - $10,000) to low/moderate 
income homeowners. Funds would be used for energy efficiency repairs, accessibility 
improvements, and flood damage repairs. UP Development and the NWHP have requested 
letters of support from the Northwest Suburban Housing Collaborative and individual Villages. 
Ms. Boyer said that the program will be discussed by the Collaborative at a meeting on June 
11th. She said that she has drafted a letter that would express support conditioned on the final 
program design. Eligible Arlington Heights program partisans in need of more extensive repairs 
could utilize the Village’s may be able to utilize the Single Family Rehab Program. Village Bank 
and Trust is looking into establishing a loan program for others.  
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VII. OTHER 
 

Commissioner White announced that she is resigning from the Housing Commission. She was thanked for 
her 10 years of service to the Housing Commission. The Commissioners were encouraged to think about 
possible new members for the Commission. 
 .  
IV. ADJOURNMENT 
 
A motion was made by Commissioner White, seconded by Commissioner Nelson to adjourn the meeting. 
The motion carried and the meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
NEXT MEETING:    TUESDAY, JULY 7, 2015, 7 PM  
 



Item: Rental Inspection Discussion

Department:  Planning & Community Development

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Rental Inspection Survey Exhibits























































Item: Housing Commission Budget for Fiscal Year 2016

Department:  Planning & Community Development

ATTACHMENTS:
Description Type
Budget Form Exhibits
Application Exhibits
















	Meeting Agenda
	Minutes 6/9/15
	Rental Inspection Discussion
	Housing Commission Budget for Fiscal Year 2016

