
MINUTES

Presi dent and Board of Trustees

Village of Arlington Hei ghts

Commi ttee- of- the- W hol e

Communi ty Room

Arlingto n Heights Village Hal l

33 S. Arl ingto n Hei ghts Road

Arlingto n Heights, IL 60005

August 14, 2017

7: 30 PM

I. CALL TO ORD ER

Presi dent Hayes cal led the meeti ng to order at 7: 30 PM .

II. PLED GE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

BOARD M EMBERS PRESENT:  

Mayor Thomas Hayes, Trustees Baldino, Glasgow, LaBedz, Rosenberg, Sidor,

Tinagl ia

BOARD M EMBERS ABSENT:

Trustees Blackw ood & Scal etta

STA FF M EMBERS PRESENT:

R . Reckl aus, R. Ward, J. Massarel li , B. Schw ab, P. W ilkiel

OTHERS PRESENT:

Juergen Juffa, Chai r of BPA C, John O ’Neal , CMAP

IV .NEW BUSINESS

A . Bicycl e & Pedestri an Plan - PC# 17- 006

Mr. Reckl aus expl ained that the Bicycl e & Pedestri an plan is a statement of

Village po licy. He sai d that because of the amount of work and time put into

it and its vo lume of contents it was brought to the Board so that they would

have an opportunity to review and understand the plan prior to a formal vote

to ado pt it. Mr. Reckl aus expl ained that in ado pti ng the plan, it woul d go

through the normal budgeting process before any funds would be expended.

He added that the plan would be used a gui ding pri nci pal for staff to

determi ne what wi ll and will no t be funded and wi th maki ng



recommendati ons to the Board. Mr. Reckl aus finished by sayi ng that the Bike

Parki ng Ordi nance refl ects the val ues that are in the Bike Plan.

Ms. Schw ab stated that the Bike & Pedestri an Plan has been worked on for a

number of years and started with a grant from the Local Techni cal Assi stance

LTA ) Grant.  She sai d that the Chi cago Metro po litan Agency for Planni ng

CMAP) and the Bicycle and Pedestrian Advisory Committee ( BPAC) has

do ne a consi derabl e amo unt of work on it and that it coul d no t have been

do ne witho ut thei r assi stance.  Ms. Schw ab stated that the appro ximate cost

of thi s plan if done by a consul tant would have been between $ 150, 000 and

180, 000, addi ng that the Village pai d nothi ng for it. 

Mayo r Hayes thanked both BPA C and CMAP members for al l thei r work on

thi s, sayi ng that it was a great worki ng do cument. 

Mr. Juffa, BPAC Chair, stated that the bike plan fits into the Village’s

Co mprehensi ve Plan and gave a presentati on whi ch highl ighted key elements

of the plan. Some of what the plan incudes is;

Provi de for bicycl e traffi c to establ ish safe bicycl e path systems,

Create a qual ity pedestri an envi ronment

Provi de pro tecti on of the envi ronment by minimi zing autos,

Promote adequate, effi cient, conveni ence, aestheti cs, and safety of

traffi c and transpo rtati on

Implement traffic calming measures in residential areas. 

Mr. Juffa stated that the vision statement is to make Arlington Heights a

place where you can travel safel y on foot or by bicycl e to al l desti nati ons in

the Village wi th comfo rt and conveni ence. He went on to say that there was

signi ficant communi ty input which incl uded feedback fro m a websi te survey,

intervi ew s, a wal king audi t, a communi tywi de vision workshop, and a focus

gro up workshop. He conti nued by go ing over some of the di fferent areas

where impro vements are necessary and areas that need to be focused on in

order to beco me a bicycl e friendl y communi ty whi ch incl ude engi neeri ng

upgrades and infrastructure. Mr. Juffa stated that the plan identi fies the most

suitable solution for every part of the identified framework including marked

shared lanes, bicycl e lanes, bi cycl e parki ng, and intersecti on improvements. 

Mr. Juffa stated that this plan also includes a pedestrian plan with sidewalk

improvements.

Discussi on took place regardi ng some of the terms and infrastructure plans

that are in the plan. Mr. O ’Neal tal ked about width of roads and sidewal ks in

regards to cal mer traffi c, smo other traffi c flow, and with addi tion of space for

bicycl es and pedestri ans. He also sai d that the Village has the foundati on,

basis, and the thinking to push bicycle and pedestrian improvements to the

next level .

Trustee Tinagl ia fel t that thi s plan is a great thi ng to promote for heal th

reasons. He asked what shoul d the Village be planni ng for and what it woul d



mean budget wise over the next five to ten years. Mr. Reckl aus stated that

thi s plan can stro ngl y infl uence desi gn and infrastructure cho ices over the

next several years, but added that it bei ng pol icy, it woul d need to be

determi ned what pri ori ty level it woul d it be among the cho ices that are

made. He sai d that it can be acti vel y discussed over the next few months and

years as preparati on takes place duri ng the budgeti ng processes.

Trustee Glasgow fel t that thi s plan is the kind of bluepri nt that the Board is

looking for in the future, to look at infrastructure so that Arlington Hei ghts

can be a much mo re walkabl e and bicycl e friendl y area.

Trustee Rosenberg asked abo ut the Downto wn bei ng a pri ority and if some of

the thi ngs that need to be do ne can be do ne at the same time as other street

or floodi ng impro vements. Mr. Reckl aus sai d that we want to minimi ze the

impact on Downto wn as much as possi ble and that when al lowabl e thi ngs

can be done so that there is not constant disruption Downtown. Trustee

Rosenberg also asked if any there was any costi ng out and pri ori tizing done. 

Ms. Schwab said that a lot of these ideas will need a feasibility or phase I

study pri or to costi ng out. She sai d that the plan has a lot of opti ons, and

sai d that some engi neeri ng will have to be done pri or to goi ng to desi gn.

Discussi on took place regardi ng road impro vements and mai ntenance on

paths.

Trustee Rosenberg fel t that the BPA C sho uld spearhead educati on of dri vers

when changes are made to roads. Mayor Hayes agreed with having education

efforts. Trustee Rosenberg also fel t that more effi cient bi ke racks with new

features should be looked at in the future if the cost is not much higher. Ms.

Schw ab stated that she has spoken with publ ic works about buyi ng inverted

bike racks when racks need to be purchased.

Trustee Sido r asked if there were grants avai labl e for these types of

improvements. Ms. Schw ab stated that there has been in the past and that

they will conti nue to go after them when they are avai labl e. 

Mayo r Hayes fel t that it was important to pri ori tize some of the

improvements in the plan.  He said that one of the things he would like to

see at the top of the list is the intersecti on improvements at W indso r and

Palatine Roads because it’s a key access point to Lake Arlington.  Discussion

took place regardi ng some of the pro po sed impro vements at that

intersecti on. 

The Board members al l agreed that thi s is a great plan and look forward to

its impl ementati on. Because it is such a large plan, impl ementi ng it will be a

long- term process. The Board thanked everyone for al l thei r effo rts and hard

work on this plan.

TRUSTEE TINAGLIA MOVED , SECONDED BY TRUSTEE LABEDZ ,

THAT THE C OMMITTEE -OF -THE -WH OLE REC OMMEND TO TH E

VILLAGE BO ARD APPROVAL OF THE VILLAGE OF THE ARLINGTON



HEIGHTS BIC YCLE  & PED ESTRIAN PLAN . The moti on passed

unan imou sly.  

B. Bike Parki ng Ordi nance - PC# 13- 011

Mr. Reckl aus expl ained that an ordi nance that woul d be put into effect wi ll

reflect the values of these bike plans. He said that this ordinance creates a

requi rement for bike racks and bike parki ng for di fferent types of uses, but

only when there is a change in use or new construction.  He went on to say

that Planni ng Department staff is given the discreti on to al low for a lower

number of bicycl e parki ng spaces or no parki ng at al l based on

circumstances presented duri ng the appro val process of a new pro ject. 

Mr. Juffa gave a presentati on regardi ng the bicycl e parki ng ordi nance. He

sai d that thi s ordi nance compl iments the Village’ s streets po licy and focuses

on the portion of the transportation network that is private property, typically

retai l busi nesses and places of empl oyment.  He went on to say that there is

a shortage of bike parking in the Village and that the majority of the 40

sho ppi ng centers in the Village compl etel y lack bike parki ng, and that many

places of empl oyment do not offer bike parki ng to thei r empl oyees. 

Some info rmati on in Mr. Juffa’ s presentati on incl uded;

The Downtown area is exempt fro m the bike parki ng ordi nance

The cost of two bike parki ng spaces will be betw een $ 540 & $ 660

Property owners woul d have the right to remove abandoned bikes from

their property and set rules for the usage of the bike racks installed on

thei r pro perty

The ordinance is one tool to advance bike parking in the Village

The ordi nance uses an incremental appro ach to increase the degree of

acco mmo dati ng bicycl es

Determi ning the amount of bike parki ng is accompl ished the same as

for automobi les

The maj ority of automobi le parki ng in the Village is pro vided by pri vate

enti ties. The same financi ng rul e shoul d appl y for bo th auto mo bi les and

bike parking

The ordi nance hel ps advance a goal of Village pol icy; a transpo rtati on

network that accommodates various modes of transportation, and it

impl ements regul ati on for parts of the transpo rtati on network that is on

pri vate pro perty

Trustee Baldino asked if there shoul d be mo re cri teri a for a vari ance bei ng

granted by thi s ordi nance.  Ms. Ward stated that the intenti on of the

ordi nance is to ensure that the bike parki ng is not overl y burdensome on any

parti cul ar devel opment. She added that it is not intended to go to a heari ng

for a vari ance, but desi gned to be more posi tive and make it easi er for a

petitioner. Ms. Ward went on to say that this ordinance is drafted and

contai ns language that says that if the peti tioner show s staff that there is not

enough room or is not feasible, then staff will have the ability to reduce the

number of spaces requi red by the ordi nance.



Trustee Sido r asked for clari ficati on when the Board gets a plan presented to

them that has an admi nistrati ve vari ance granted if they will be info rmed

why it was granted.  Mr. Reckl aus answ ered yes sayi ng that it would be

incl uded in the staff report of the proj ects.

Trustee Tinaglia asked if a commercial project has no variation requests

other than for bicycl e parki ng if they would sti ll onl y need staff approval for

the bicycl e parki ng vari ance. Mr. Reckl aus stated yes if the Planni ng Director

agreed with thei r vari ance request.  Ms. Ward sai d it is no t intended for

anyone to have to get a formal vari ance if they can’ t pro vide the spaces

because they are no t avai labl e or feasi ble. She added that because it is a

code requi rement and they just do n’t want to instal l them and the Planni ng

Director states that they must, then they would have to have a heari ng for a

formal vari ati on.

Trustee Tinagl ia sai d that that bike racks are needed Downto wn probabl y

more than anywhere else, and felt that there should be a way to find spots

for them other than in the parki ng garages. Trustee Glasgo w agreed and

asked if more can be added near the parki ng garages and to possi bly work

with Union Paci fic to put more at the trai n stati ons. D iscussi on conti nued

regardi ng Downtown bike parki ng and streetscape. Mr. Reckl aus stated that

thi s ordi nance regul ates pri vate property.

Discussion took place regarding abandoned bikes both on public and private

pro perty and wi th the di ffi cul ty in havi ng them removed. Ms. Ward stated

that she can look further into State statute regarding the removal of them.

Trustee Rosenberg sai d that thi s ordi nance is for pro jects go ing forward and

asked if somethi ng could be added to the ordi nance in the future that would

be retroacti ve if mo re spaces are needed.  Ms. Ward stated that it woul d be

somew hat chal lengi ng to make someo ne who is al ready establ ished to do

that, but sai d that you can broaden the ordi nance to incl ude a timel ine for

when someo ne has to meet the new standards.

Mayor Hayes thought it was important that the language in the ordinance

sho uld incl ude bo th “ space is not avai labl e or feasi ble on a si te”. He

asked that the words “ or feasible” be added after the word available in the

last sentence of Secti on 11. 8- 5 of the Bike Parki ng Ordi nance.

TR USTEE TINAGLIA MOV ED , S EC ONDED BY TRUSTEE BALDINO,

THAT THE C OMMITTEE -OF -THE -WH OLE REC OMMEND TO TH E

VILLAGE BO ARD APPROVAL OF THE CODE AMENDM ENTS TO

CHAPTER 28, S ECTION 11 , BIK E PARKING ORDINANC E AS

AMENDED . The motion passed unanimously.  

C . Village Statements of Econo mi c Interest

Mr. Recklaus started by saying that the Village’s ethical standards are not

changi ng in anyw ay nor who the ethi cal standard of po licies appl y to .  He



sai d that the only thi ng bei ng discussed tonight are the forms that are

currentl y in place that are requi red to be filed. Mr. Reckl aus stated that

Arti cle VI of Chapter 1 of Village code rel ates to discl osure and ethi cs. He

sai d that the Village has not changed the requi rement for Village Statement

of Econo mi c Discl osure since 1983 whi ch at that time was di rected towards

empl oyees earni ng in excess of $ 35, 000 a year ( Village Manager and

Department Directors at that time). He went on to say that last year, 432 of

437 Village empl oyees had to fi ll out one of these forms. 

Mr. Reckl aus went on to say that current State Statute requi res counti es have

al l elected and appoi nted official s, and some empl oyees of muni cipal ities file

a County ethi cs form. He expl ained the cri teri a for what empl oyees woul d

need to fill out County form, sayi ng that currentl y 34 Village empl oyees need

to do so . 

Mr. Recklaus believes the Village process is somewhat outdated and

redundant wi th the County’ s own process, and has gone on beyo nd its

original intent. He thought that the County form generally covers all of the

same materi al and is accessi ble onl ine, and fel t that it was time to re-

eval uate thi s and defaul t to the County form.  In addi tion to the County form

there are other measures the Village has in effect for empl oyees in the

perso nnel manual and wi th admi nistrati ve oversi ght of empl oyees.  Mr.

Reckl aus stated that there are addi tional forms empl oyees have to fill out for

outsi de empl oyment.

Mr. Reckl aus stated that if the Board woul d like to keep a local form, it is

recommended to get off a salary threshold and have it relate more to job

functi on and the threshol d laid out in State statute.  A marked up Arti cle VI

was provi ded the Board for revi ew and discussi on so that staff can get some

directi on from the Board pri or to drafti ng legi slati on to make these changes. 

Trustee Glasgow was concerned with a sentence that was cro ssed out in

Secti on 1- 605 of Arti cle VI that says “ if you or your spo use or empl oyer

have any deal ings wi th any Village Departments regardi ng licenses, revi ews

or approval necessary to conduct busi ness in the Village, a statement to that

effect shall be included in the filings”. He explained that that sentence was

added by previ ous Village Manager Bill D ixon after there were discussi ons

on conflicts in the Village.  He stated that this is not on the County form and

fel t it was important to have when empl oyees or members of bo ards and

commi ssi ons are deal ing with and worki ng in the Village, sayi ng that it

al low s ful l discl osure to the peo ple of the Village. He fel t that it woul d no t be

onero us for anyone to fill out bo th these forms and asked if thi s same

informati on coul d be in staff’ s proposal .  Mr. Reckl aus sai d that if the Board

wishes, a mo di fied Village form coul d be retai ned that could incl ude

whatever information the Board would like, and that the number of

empl oyees to fill it out could be reduced.

Trustee LaB edz had simi lar comments sayi ng that there is no thi ng in the

Co unty form that tal ks about outsi de empl oyment and fel t that discl osure is



necessary. She sai d that the sal ary threshol d and havi ng that many

empl oyees fill out the form do es no t make sense and sho uld be based on

po sition. Other Board members agreed that the number of empl oyees filling

out thi s form shoul d be reduced, and that it be filled out by al l elected

official s, and empl oyees and members of boards and commi ssi ons in

deci sion maki ng ro les.  Mr. Reckl aus stated that after recei ving feedback from

the Board, something will be drafted that reflects their wishes.

Trustee Sido r questi oned the Filing of Compl aints for thi s secti on in regards

to havi ng them go to the Village Manager instead of the Village Clerk.  Mr.

Reckl aus stated that it was a practi ce that has never gone to the Village

Clerk, and that any compl aint of thi s type would be handl ed formal ly, that

there woul d be some type of investi gati on, and a respo nse would be

generated.

Trustee Rosenberg asked if the proviso of your children being in the form. 

Ms. Ward stated that the form has stayed pretty much the same since 1983,

and said that children can be removed from it.  Mayor Hayes said that there

was enough of a connecti on of an immedi ate fami ly member, like a chi ld, for

a potenti al pro blem and fel t that there woul d be an obl igati on to repo rt that.

Mr. Reckl aus stated that the intent was to be aw are of immedi ate fami ly

member do ing busi ness wi th the Village and bei ng open for everyone to see.

Mr. Reckl aus stated that based on the feedback given thi s eveni ng that the

Village form be streamlined to focus on the areas that are not redundant. Mr.

Reckl aus asked the Board for clari ficati on on who they fel t sho uld be filling

out a Village form, and if they want it to mirror the County form

requi rements or a di fferent group of peopl e.  D iscussi on took place on who

and what Boards & Commi ssi ons the Board fel t shoul d fill out the form. 

It was agreed that al l appoi nted Boards & Commi ssi on members, al l elected

official s, and Village staff where County rul es are appl icabl e to woul d be

requi red to fill out the Village form. 

V . OTHER BUSINESS

VI.AD JOUR NM ENT

Trustee LABEDZ moved, seconded by Trustee TINAGLIA to adjourn

the mee ting at 9:15 P .M . The motion carri ed unani mously. 


