
MINUTES

Presi dent and Board of Trustees

Vi llage of Arl ingto n Hei ghts

Co mmi ttee- of- the- Who le

Co mmuni ty Ro om

Arl ington Hei ghts Vi llage Hal l

33 S. Arl ingto n Hei ghts Ro ad

Arl ington Hei ghts, IL 60005

August 3, 2015

7: 30 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Tom Hayes cal led the meeti ng to order at 7: 30 PM.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayo r Hayes; Trustees Bl ackw ood ( arri ved at

7:41 PM) Glasgow , LaBedz, Rosenberg, Scaletta, Sidor

TRUSTEES ABSENT:  Trustees Farw el l , Tinagl ia

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Vi llage Manager Randy Reckl aus; Assi stant

Vi llage Manager Diana Mikul a

OTHERS PRESENT:  Louie Ruffo lo for Farmers Pri de Fresh Market; Jim

Mi tchel l for appoi ntment to PAM Bo ard along with Moni ca McCarthy, Steve

Daday & Kathy Grossman

IV. NEW BUS INESS

A. Consi derati on of recommendi ng to the Liquo r Co mmi ssi oner the

issuance of a Class " B" & " T" Liquo r License to Ruffol o Fresh

Market, Inc., dba Farmers Pri de Fresh Market, located at 1414 W.

Algonqui n Road

Mayor Hayes sw ore in Mr. Loui s Ruffol o.

Ms. Mikul a reported to the Board that Mr. Ruffo lo was seeki ng a Class “ B” &

Class “ T” liquor license that allows full package liquor sales with tastings.

Mr. Ruffo lo had taken over operati ons of thi s gro cery store in March of thi s

year. Thi s locati on previ ousl y hel d a liquor license and Mr. Ruffol o’s patrons



had been aski ng him when he woul d be offeri ng liquor sal es as a

conveni ence to his custo mers.

On Jul y 2, 2015, the Arl ingto n Hei ghts Pol ice Department compl eted a

background check on Loui s Ruffo lo who has 100% ownershi p interest in the

co rporati on. No convi cti ons were discl osed and no criminal dero gato ry

information was found. In addition, no lawsuits, judgments, or liens were

outstandi ng.

A walk- thru was conducted on July 29. No issues were noted and the layout

is consi stent with the submi tted floor plan.

Mayor Hayes asked Mr. Ruffo lo abo ut his previ ous experi ence in the liquor

busi ness. Mr. Ruffol o responded that from 2005 to 2013 he was invo lved

with liquor whi le worki ng at Caputo & So ns Pal ati ne locati on and thei r

Algonquin location. Mayor Hayes asked what his role was at these stores. Mr.

Ruffo lo repo rted that he was Vice Presi dent of Operati ons and ran the day- to -

day operations. Mr. Ruffolo was Basset trained in 2004.

Mayor Hayes asked Ms. Mikul a if liquo r woul d be consumed in the smal l area

that she saw food bei ng eaten in duri ng her wal k- thru. Ms. Mikul a repl ied no

they canno t, because thi s locati on wi ll only have a package go ods liquor

license, whi ch do esn’ t al low for on- si te consumpti on.

Mayor Hayes asked Mr. Ruffolo how many employees he was hiring and what

would be the plan to have them Basset trai ned. Mr. Ruffol o sai d he would

have 18-20 employees and if all goes well at tonight’s meeting they will be

signed up to be Basset trai ned next week. Mayor Hayes asked what type of

Basset trai ning was he consi deri ng and Mr. Ruffol o respo nded with in- person

trai ning. Mr. Ruffo lo wi ll also be renewi ng his Basset trai ning at the same

time.

Trustee Glasgow asked what Mr. Ruffol o was pro posi ng in regards to

tasti ngs. Mr. Ruffol o responded that he was no t sure at thi s time. Perhaps

beers, wines, and maybe some food pai rings. It’s somethi ng he can offer his

customers down the road.

Trustee Glasgow asked about Mr. Ruffolo’s involvement with the two other

busi ness interest he had and whether documents have been entered yet wi th

the State. Mr. Ruffo lo sai d no t yet but he is worki ng with his atto rney who is

getti ng the forms ready for signature.

Trustee Ro senberg sai d that on the diagram that was recei ved in the packet

sho ws a cooler where beer will be hel d. He asked where the other liquor will

be stored. Mr. Ruffolo said the beer cooler was used by the previous owner

and he had wine sto red di rectl y acro ss fro m that coo ler. Mr. Ruffo lo sai d he

does not know what capacity of liquor he is going to do quite yet. If he

deci des to do wine, it will be di rectl y across from the beer cool er. Ms. Mikul a

asked if he planned to sel l spi ri ts because his liquo r license wi ll al low it. Mr.



Ruffo lo respo nded that he was to ld there had not been a big demand for

spi ri ts when the previ ous ow ner had a liquo r license. He would need to see

ho w thi ngs go .

Trustee Scal etta asked vari ous questi ons regardi ng sto re securi ty and

cameras. Mr. Ruffol o reported that he does have a securi ty camera and publ ic

access is not allowed from the back.

TRUS TEE GLAS GOW MOV ED, SECONDED BY TRUS TEE LABEDZ TO

RECOMMEND THAT THE VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUS TEES RECOMMEND

TO THE LIQUOR COMMISS IONER THE ISSUANCE OF A CLASS “ B” 

AND CLAS S  “ T” LIQUOR LICENS E TO RUFFOLO FRES H MARK ET, INC.,

DBA FARMERS PRIDE FRES H MARK ET, LOCATED AT 1414 WEST

ALGONQUIN ROAD.

The motion passed 7-0.

B. Interview of Jim Mitchell for Appointment to the PAM Board of

Di rectors for a two -year term

Mayor Hayes introduced Jim Mi tchel l to the Board. He spoke of his

invol vement wi th Metropol is over the years.

Trustee Scal etta stated that Jim’s marketi ng experi ence woul d be an asset to

the Metro po lis Theater.

Trustee Sido r asked for Mr. Mi tchel l ’s thoughts on where he would like to see

Metropolis go . Mr. Mitchell said he felt Metropolis is an asset to the

communi ty and he wants to see it succeed. It needs to be managed properl y

and programed pro perl y. Mr. Mi tchel l stated he hopes to be abl e to

contri bute to the go als the PAM Bo ard has and share hi s kno wledge of

marketi ng to make the theater a success. The theater’ s fai lures and successes

need to be anal yzed to understand what bri ngs peopl e in.

Trustee Blackwood asked Mr. Mitchell what are the things he would do to

impact the overal l effecti veness of the marketi ng pro cess and ho w coul d they

better reach out to the community. Mr. Mitchell talked about different ideas

he has but be woul d fol low the di recti on of the Board and also work with the

marketi ng person that currentl y works at Metro po lis.

Trustee LaBedz asked about Mr. Mi tchel l ’s invol vement in the Youth

Symphony and his thoughts on the School of Performi ng Arts. Mr. Mi tchel l

respo nded that he was on the Youth Symphony Bo ard several years into thei r

operati on. He was invol ved in the recrui tment of a new director. He feel s the

sympho ny was a tremendous reso urce, but the type of students that wanted

to be involved and that had the skills to be involved at that level were so

commi tted to other thi ngs they had goi ng on at school  – they were in al l the

bands and all the orchestras – it was very difficult to get enough of them

together on a regul ar basi s to rehearse and perfo rm. Thi s was one of the



thi ngs that made it fal l apart.

Mr. Mi tchel l would like to see a breakdown of the financi al operati on for the

Schoo l of Perfo rmi ng Arts. Based on the space they have and the thi ngs that

he kno ws they do, he feel s it is ano ther tremendo us resource but he woul d

like to take a look at it to ensure it’s not a financi al drai n.

TRUS TEE SCALETTA MOVED TO CONCUR IN THE MAYOR’ S

APPOINTMENT OF STEV E DADAY AS PRES IDENT OF THE PAM BOARD

OF DIRECTORS FOR A THREE- YEAR TERM. TRUS TEE LABEDZ

SECONDED THE MOTION.

The moti on passed 7- 0.   

V. OTHER BUSINES S

VI. ADJ OURNMENT

TRUSTEE SCALETTA MOVED, SECONDED BY TRUSTEE LABEDZ TO

ADJOURN.

The meeti ng adjourned at 7: 55 PM.

Recorded By:  Diane Staggs, Admi n. Asst. II


