
MINUTES

Presi dent and Bo ard of Trustees

Vi llage of Arl ingto n Hei ghts

Commi ttee- of-the- Whol e

Board Room

Arl ington Hei ghts Vi llage Hal l

33 S. Arl ington Hei ghts Road

Arl ington Hei ghts, IL 60005

July 11, 2016

7: 30 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

President Hayes and the following Trustees responded to roll : Farwell ,

Tinagl ia, Rosenberg, LaBedz, Sidor, Scal etta and Glasgo w.

Trustee Bl ackw ood was absent.

Also present were: Randy Reckl aus, Diana Mikul a, Charl es Perki ns, Jim

Massarel li , Scot Shi rley, Cri s Papi erni ak, Robi n Ward and Becky Hume

IV. NEW BUS INESS

A. Po ssi ble Creati on of a New Liquor License Cl assi ficati on

Mr. Recklaus said in response to a variety of requests for different kinds of

establ ishments, staff has been researchi ng possi ble new liquo r license

classifications. Concurrently, the Village was contacted by a potential

purchaser of the former LaBatt’ s trai ning space on the thi rd floor of the

Metropol is bui lding. The space has been vacant for 10 years and is

appro ximatel y 10, 000 square feet. The space does no t feature a ki tchen, so

do es not qual ify for a liquor license under any of the current classi ficati ons.

Constructi on of a ki tchen is not eco no mi cal ly feasi ble.

Because of uniqueness of the space and the inherent limitations of

second/ thi rd floor spaces for entertai nment uses in dow nto wn, the request

initiates consideration of a new liquor license classification. A draft ordinance

is pro po sed which requi res food servi ce, but do es not requi re it to be

prepared onsi te. The license is also limi ted to the Do wntown Distri ct. The



creati on of thi s new classi ficati on woul d faci litate the devel opment of the

former LaBatt’ s trai ning faci lity and other upper floor spaces in the

Downtow n area that met the requi rements.

Presi dent Hayes sai d the classi ficati on made sense to him and furthers the

Vi llage’ s commi tment to bei ng mo re busi ness friendl y and creati ng a more

vibrant downtown.

Trustee Tinagl ia sai d he had three potenti al cl ients to try to work wi th thi s

space. Thi s ki tchen issue has been a huge pro blem.

Trustee Glasgow asked if thi s classi ficati on carved out an excepti on for

busi nesses on the 2nd floor by no t requi ring a ki tchen. Mr. Reckl aus sai d the

Vi llage’ s goal is to try and encourage entertai nment uses. Thi s space won’t

convert to any reaso nabl e entertai nment space wi thout a modi ficati on to the

Code, but the classification would apply to any upstairs space in the

Downtow n. Mr. Perki ns sai d the space above Arl ington To wn Square coul d be

another qualifying location. Second story spaces are typically more difficult

to devel op and market than first floor spaces. Trustee Glasgo w asked how

other busi nesses who were turned aw ay because of a lack of ki tchen wi ll take

thi s change. Mr. Reckl aus sai d the Vi llage has no t recei ved a formal request

unti l thi s time for an upper sto ry entertai nment use. Other users have come

by, but never sought thi s discussi on. Trustee Glasgow asked abo ut Vintages.

Mr. Reckl aus sai d because they are on the first floor, havi ng a ki tchen is

possible. Trustee Glasgow said it seem like making an exception for one

busi ness.

Trustee Scal etta asked if the ordi nance shoul d limi t the license to commerci al

spaces. He sai d he wanted to make sure resi denti al uni ts do n’t convert into a

social club or some other potenti al ly disrupti ve use. Mr. Reckl aus sai d a

liquor license is no t a right and if a proposal was for a si te in an exi sti ng

resi denti al space there woul d be many vari ati ons needed and approval s

would need to be sought. Trustee Scal etta asked if the food bro ught in under

thi s use coul d be limi ted to Vi llage busi nesses. Ms. Ward sai d it coul d be, but

the actual busi ness pro po sal is no t befo re the Bo ard. Trustee Scal etta sai d he

doesn’t want the entertainment in the LaBatt’s space to work against the

efforts of Metro po lis or to cause safety issues. He sai d any and al l changes

that are made to the space need to be paid for by the petitioner. No public

fundi ng wi ll be used to enhance access to the space.

Trustee Farw el l sai d the Zoni ng Ordi nances woul d dictate whether a use was

pro per. The Bo ard is not creati ng a use; it is creati ng a liquor license. He

sai d the Board is no t addi ng val ue by addi ng language. Mr. Perki ns sai d wi th

thi s liquor classi ficati on, the busi ness would sti ll be categori zed as a

restaurant needing a land use variation that does not require it to have a

ki tchen. Zo ning contro l is sti ll there for other uses.

Trustee Glasgow sai d there needs to be a rel ati onshi p as to how food is

served; the license sho uldn’ t be piecemeal fro m one establ ishment to the



other. He sai d he wanted clear po licy for a long- term view.    

Trustee Scal etta asked if a dance club wanted to go in, how would the Board

say no . He sai d wants to make sure the creati on of thi s license does not

create pro blems the Bo ard isn’ t thi nki ng abo ut and wants to avo id future

lawsui ts. He sai d he was surpri sed counsel wasn’ t present when a new

license was being considered. Ms. Ward said the Board would have the

opportuni ty to decl ine any establ ishment; there isn’ t a way to predi ct what

could be pro po sed.

Mr. Reckl aus sai d no thi ng in the proposed ordi nance enabl es a dance club

openi ng on the seco nd floor. Thi s is a liquo r license onl y. Limi tati ons

contro lling busi nesses from servi ng liquo r are sti ll there. Thi s ordi nance

do esn’ t impact zoning, bui lding or any other the other issues for second floo r

uses. What thi s ordi nance do es, is no t requi re a ki tchen for an establ ishment

on the second floor.

Trustee Tinaglia said the only difference is if they have a kitchen or not. This

no w makes a second floor avai labl e; it’s no t real ly a compl icati on. Mr.

Reckl aus sai d thi s busi ness would need to get a Speci al Use Vari ati on for a

restaurant.

Trustee Farw el l sai d in looki ng at the Use Codes for B- 5, a Speci al Use is

needed for a long list of uses. Every concern discussed tonight would requi re

a Special Use. The zoning protects the Village from the problems suggested.

He sai d he was more concerned wi th long term devel opment of the busi ness

district. Trustee Farwell said law is evolutionary and the Board doesn’t have

to be apo logeti c for previ ous acti ons, times change. He sai d he didn’ t see

ho w thi s classi ficati on coul d create a legal probl em in the future.

Trustee Sido r asked if peo ple woul d bri ng in thei r ow n food and what if

restaurants don’ t agree to have a rel ati onshi p. Ms. Ward sai d that as part of

an appl icati on, the peti tioner woul d have to pro vide agreements and concept

ideas from local restaurants. The Liquor Commi ssi oner has the ul timate

authori ty to deci de if the food avai labi lity is suffi cient.

Kevi n McCaskey, of the pro posed Arl ington Ale House, sai d he woul d no t

mind if local restaurant food was brought in, but homemade food would be a

pro blem. He sai d they would like to have a ki tchen, but it is no t po ssi ble.

They are tryi ng to find a compromi se. Trustee Sidor suggested they coul d

make sandw iches on si te witho ut needi ng a ki tchen.

Presi dent Hayes sai d the language in the ordi nance is broad eno ugh to cover

sandw ich maki ng and other si tuati ons.

Trustee Rosenberg asked if there were mo del s in other muni cipal ities. Ms.

Mikula said in the recent survey conducted by staff, food was not required in

8 of the 14 respondi ng muni cipal ities. Mr. Reckl aus sai d if there were

repeated fundamental probl ems, he woul d expect those muni cipal ities to



have amended thei r codes. Trustee Ro senberg asked if the Co ndo Asso ciati on

of Metropol is had been contacted. Ms. Ward sai d prel imi nary conversati ons

have occurred. Trustee Ro senberg expressed concern that the Vi llage was

carvi ng out a license for one peti tioner and asked if first floor busi nesses

could appl y for thi s license. Ms. Ward sai d if the Board wanted to extend thi s

license to a lower level establ ishment it coul d. The ordi nance focuses on

upper levels because of the difficulty in putting a kitchen on an upper level .

Trustee LaBedz sai d the Do wnto wn area extends north of Northw est Highway

and is no t limi ted to Campbel l Street. Ms. Ward sai d other busi nesses that

met these qual ificati ons coul d also appl y for thi s license. It was not drafted

for one busi ness. Mr. Reckl aus sai d the Liquo r Co mmi ssi oner enjoys broad

authori ty to approve the menus and ensure that the arrangements are so lid.

He sai d it is no t anti cipated that there wi ll be a plethora of seco nd floor

restaurant appl icati ons. Second floor operati ons are much more di ffi cul t and

don’t offer the same benefits to businesses. The Village is trying to address a

chal lengi ng space and be open to other spaces that may have thi s chal lenge.

Mr. Perki ns sai d the Downto wn Distri ct is general ly west of Arl ingto n Hei ghts

Ro ad, no rth of Sigwal t, east of Chestnut and south of Eastman.

Trustee LaBedz sai d she was not in favor of limi ting food to Arl ington Hei ghts

busi nesses in case a locati on was rented out and catered for a speci al event.

Trustee Tinaglia said having a restaurant on a second floor is complicated by

exhaust, whi ch is not typi cal ly harder on a seco nd floor, but in thi s case

there are condos above the space so the venting can’t get through, and

grease traps which must be in the gro und. Signage and marki ng are also

real ly di ffi cul t.

Trustee Glasgow asked for confi rmati on that the Liquo r Co mmi ssi oner has

authori ty to deem the food requi rement sati sfactory. Mr. Reckl aus sai d yes.

Trustee Farw el l asked ho w the food sourci ng would work and for clari ficati on

of staff ’s intenti on. Ms. Ward sai d the intenti on is that the propri etor have

menus available that have been previously submitted to Local Liquor

Commi ssi oner for approval and that have been appro ved. Doggi e bags do

not satisfy this requirement. Food must be available for purchase. This does

no t prevent a customer fro m nibbl ing at thei r lefto vers, but the establ ishment

has to have food avai labl e for purchase. Trustee Farw el l sai d he would prefer

the food to come through the establ ishment. Ms. Ward sai d there are issues

with who touches food and with handl ing. These detai ls wi ll be fleshed out

when an appl icant comes befo re the Bo ard.

Trustee Scaletta said there are also liability and tax issues regarding food

purchases. He reco mmended no t addi ng mo re language to the ordi nance but

cautioned future applicants as to the intent of the Board.  

Tru ste e Farwe ll moved, seconded by Trustee Tin agl ia , that the



Commit tee of the Wh ole recomme nd to the Vil lage Board to direct

staff to devel op an ordinan ce creati ng a Class " L" Liquor License for

approval at the July 18 , 2016 Village Board Mee ting. Th e motion

carri ed. 

B. Paver Brick Follow -Up

Mr. Reckl aus sai d thi s is a fol low up to the December presentati on which sets

forth the streetscape options for brick pavers in Downtown. The options

presented sho w the co rrespo ndi ng costs for a sel ect area of do wntown for

compari son purposes. There is a placehol der in the CIP for thi s work.

Mr. Shi rley sai d staff is no t reco mmendi ng stamped or co lored concrete as

there are too many vari ati ons and col or inco nsi stenci es. Clay pavers we are

an opti on but not reco mmended because of effl orescence, whi ch requi res a

high level of maintenance. Efflorescence is a cloudy stain-like powder that is

a combi nati on of cal cium carbo nate and chl oride sal ts. It comes fro m a

reaction between the lime in the concrete and water that migrates to the

surface and interacts with the air. As the water evaporates, the non- so lubl e

materi al remai ns. It is caused by sal t appl icati on. Staff would need to wash

do wn the bri cks each year and increased sal ting is necessary to reduce

sl ippi ng issues. The reco mmendati on is for enhanced concrete pavers. They

have better co lor retenti on and wear better.

Addi ng concrete bands wi thi n the paver areas bri ngs down the cost. An

aggregate base is more cost effecti ve than a concrete base and al lows for

improved drainage over what exists today. The goal was to keep the basic

appearance of the current street scape, but give it a longer life. Currentl y the

lack of drainage is causing the bottoms of bricks to corrode. Once corroded,

they canno t be rei nstal led level ly. The aggregate base will al low for better

drai nage, and was devel oped since the Downtown pavers were instal led.

Staff is requesti ng to use the RFP pro cess in order to have flexi bi lity in

cho osi ng in a qual ified contractor. Thi s process worked wel l wi th the

jani torial contract. It is recommended that the Vi llage conti nue instal lati on of

a concreate base at keysto nes, so they are stabl e for handi capped ramps.

Combining ramps with pavers brings in a level of complexity that is not

needed.  

Mr. Shi rley presented five opti ons with aggregate bases; costs were based on

3,700 square feet:

a.      Aggregate Base- $ 58, 866

b.      Concrete Base- $ 75, 489

c.      Clay Pavers- $ 73, 642

Opti on 2:   Premi um Co ncrete Pavers w/ 50’ Interval s of 12” Co ncrete Bands

a.      Aggregate Base- $ 58,191

b.      Concrete Base- $ 75, 084

c.      Clay Pavers- $ 72,589



Opti on 3: Al ternati ng Concrete Squares and Premi um Concrete Pavers

a.      Aggregate Base- $ 43, 524

b.      Concrete Base- $ 60, 147

c.      Clay Pavers- $ 48, 712

Opti on 4: Premi um Co ncrete Pavers w/ 30’ Interval s of Co ncrete 18” Bands

a.      Aggregate Base- $ 53,013

b.      Concrete Base- $ 67, 161

c.      Clay Pavers- $ 64, 053

Opti on 5: Tinted Co ncrete w / 50’ Interval s of Plain Concrete 12” Bands ( No

Pavers)

a.       Aggregate Base- $ 40, 281

Presi dent Hayes sai d staff is reco mmendi ng Opti on 4 with Aggregate Base

and Premium Concrete Pavers. He said he liked the recommendation as it was

a compromi se between bri ck and concrete whi ch hol ds do wn the cost.

Trustee Scal etta sai d thi s proposal is a happy medi um. He sai d he thi nks the

pavers will do a better job with an aggregate base. He also agreed with the

use of concrete where necessary for AD A issues. Trustee Scal etta sai d he like

the bandi ng, as it saves money and provi des better oppo rtuni ty for repai rs.

Opti on # 3 uses too much concrete and he did no t bel ieve it was wise to

change the look of downto wn. Tinted concrete has a better cost, but cracks

are more visible. He said he was supportive of # 4. He said clay sounds

great, but he didn’ t want to incur mo re staff time for washi ng it.

Trustee Rosenberg asked if a di fferent kind of sal t was needed for the

premi um pavers. Mr. Shi rley sai d no , the aggregate base won’ t have the

same experi ence regardi ng sal t abso rpti on. The effl orescence is a superfi cial

issue. The Vi llage has no t seen effl orescence in concrete pavers. Corrosi on

on the undersi de is a drai nage issue and the aggregate base wi ll have freer

drai nage so the bri cks won’ t soak in chl ori des. Trustee Rosenberg asked if

any other communi ties were usi ng the premi um pavers, Mr. Shi rley sai d no

one yet, it is a new er technol ogy to the market. Trustee Rosenberg asked if

there was a difference between non premium and premium in relation to salt

or drai nage. Mr. Shi rley sai d no, the di fference is in longevi ty and durati on of

color.

Trustee LaBedz asked ho w easy it was to repai r isol ated po rtions of thi s type

of landscape, and will the Vi llage be abl e to keep up. Mr. Shi rley sai d repai rs

are no t pro blemati c. Wi th concrete edges, it is easy to rel ay the bri ck to the

edge and secti ons can be repl aced. Incl uded in the CIP is $ 100, 000 for

mai ntenance and it is recommended to keep thi s level of fundi ng or higher

for maintenance costs moving forward so the Village can get the landscape

back to where it was pri or to the recessi on whi le the areas highl ighted for

reconstruction on the map are being redone. Trustee LaBedz asked if areas

no t highl ighted would be targeted with the mai ntenance fund.  Mr. Shi rley

sai d yes. Publ ic Works has the abi lity to do spo t repai rs in house but there



are so many other thi ngs goi ng in the summer like the edge gri ndi ng

pro gram and the many speci al events that the focus of the department had

changed. Thi s repai r work no w needs to be contracted out.

Trustee Tinagl ia asked what makes the premi um bri ck better. Randal l

Machel ski of Smi th Group JJR, one of the consul tants that worked on the

project, said the premier finish has a dense surface for improved color

retenti on and hardness. It uses a speci al patented method created by Uni lock

to make a dense surface. A paver is poured, a compound is added to the

surface at the mi ll and then it is heat cured. The thi ckness of thi s added

pro cess is 3/ 8” and provi des the deep col or. Thi s is a recent manufacturi ng

techni que and wasn’ t avai labl e unti l recentl y. Communi ties like No rthbrook

have had thei r pavers a long time and they have lost thei r col or. The concrete

industry is tryi ng to increase its market share by devel opi ng a pro duct to

ho ld co lor to compete wi th clay.

Trustee Tinagl ia asked ho w the corners wi ll look. Mr. Massarel li sai d the base

will be concrete with the truncated red dome plates in the center.  Trustee

Tinagl ia asked if the col or or pattern wi ll change. Mr. Perki ns sai d the new

bri ck col or will be close to the col or the Vi llage has no w and matches rest of

streetscape. In speci al locati ons, other col or or pattern opti ons can be

introduced. Most of the walkw ays will be consi stent with what al ready exi ts

and the pri vate devel opment bri ck. Mr. Shi rley sai d the herri ngbone pattern is

best for endurance and no t reeval uated.

Trustee Sido r sai d the sidewal k between the Vai l Street Garage and Metro

Lofts building does not need to be brick pavers as it is not heavily traveled.

Mr. Perki ns sai d al l the Vi llage’ s al leys used to be concrete and they can look

to return thi s secti on to concrete or other approaches can be taken.

Trustee Farw el l asked if the concrete bo arders needed to be the same size as

the bandi ng. Mr. Shi rley sai d in Opti on # 4, the bands and boarders are al l

18” to achi eve the cost savi ngs. Trustee Tinagl ia sai d it was best to be

consi stent.

Trustee Scaletta said that if there is any area where savings can be found,

like the one Trustee Sido r po inted out, they sho uld be looked at. 

Tru ste e LaBe dz moved, seconded by Trustee Gla sgow , that the

Commit tee of the Wh ole recomme nd to the Vil lage Board to direct

staff to incorporate the foll ow ing new desi gn sta nda rds into a

requ est for proposals dow ntow n bri ck paver ma intenan ce program:

Use of Premi um Con cre te Paver Bricks

Use of ope n graded Aggre gate Base

Use of concrete pinning at curb, border and 18 " band interfaces

Use of concre te base at interse ction of keyst one s

Use of lateral concrete bands at 30 foot intervals

The mot ion carri ed. 

V. OTHER BUSINES S



VI. ADJ OURNMENT

Tru ste e Scale tta moved to adjourn the meetin g at 9 :33 p.m. Trustee

LaBedz secon ded the motion .  Th e motion carrie d. 


