
MINUTES

Presi dent and Bo ard of Trustees

Vi llage of Arl ingto n Hei ghts

Commi ttee- of-the- Whol e

Co mmuni ty Ro om

Arl ington Hei ghts Vi llage Hal l

33 S. Arl ington Hei ghts Road

Arl ington Hei ghts, IL 60005

January 19, 2016

7: 30 PM

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Tom Hayes cal led the meeti ng to order at 7: 30 PM.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANC E

III.ROLL CALL

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Mayo r Hayes; Trustees Bl ackw ood, Farwel l ,

Glasgow, LaBedz, Rosenberg, Scaletta, Sidor, Tinaglia

STAFF MEMBERS PRESENT:  Vi llage Manager Randy Reckl aus; Assi stant

Vi llage Manager Diana Mikul a; In- House Co unsel Robi n Ward

OTHERS PRESENT:  Attorney Harl an Po wel l , Webster & Powel l , representi ng

Starbucks

IV.NEW BUSINESS

A. Discussi on Regardi ng Po ssi ble Changes to the Liquor Code

Chapter 13 of the Village Code)

Mayor Hayes expl ained to the Board that a proposal came from Starbucks to

see if the Vi llage was willing to expl ore the po ssi bi lity of granti ng them a

liquor license to al low them to serve alcoho l at a parti cul ar Starbucks

locati on. Mayor Hayes sai d he had some concerns abo ut the hours at thi s

locati on because it is frequented by students at Thomas Middl e School after

school and if thi s propo sal did go through he wo uld like Starbucks to

consider starting their liquor sales hours later from 2 to 4:00 pm on

weekdays. He is willing to expl ore the po ssi bi lity of al lowing liquor sal es at

Starbucks because their sales from alcohol are only 1-2% of their total sales.

He sai d thei r pri mary purpose is sel ling coffee.



Mayor Hayes sai d he is aw are there is ano ther busi ness inqui ry for a cocktai l

bar wi th a very limi ted menu wi tho ut a ful l ki tchen.  He is more concerned

about a place that adverti ses itsel f as a cocktai l bar and he do esn’ t bel ieve

we want somethi ng where thei r pri mary purpose is to sel l cocktai ls.

Vi llage Manager Randy Reckl aus expl ained that they recei ved the Starbucks

proposal but didn’t feel it could be granted within our existing code but he

wanted to tal k to the Board to see if the Bo ard woul d want to modi fy any

aspect of the Co de to acco mmo date thi s based on thei r preference. He

further indi cated we are looking tonight for some discussi on sendi ng us

do wn a directi on in terms of do ing some addi tional research if you so choose

or if we don’ t feel thi s is a good fit for Arl ingto n Hei ghts then we could

enforce the exi sti ng Code.

Assi stant Vi llage Manager Di ana Mikul a stated Starbucks appl ied for a Class

E” Liquor License for beer and wine sales and provided a limited menu

which they cal l thei r Starbucks Eveni ngs concept wi th smal l plates. They do

not have a traditional kitchen like the other restaurants do in town that we

issue liquo r licenses to . Mo st of thei r food comes in pre- packaged, likel y

frozen, and it’s prepared in a type of convecti on oven. Ms. Mikul a sai d she

went to ano ther Starbucks that has thi s concept and observed the type of

food that they have wi th thei r smal l plates. The food items were frozen and

heated up in a convecti on oven when ordered.

After review of the Starbucks plan and the relevant provisions of the Liquor

Code, it has been determi ned that Starbucks do es not meet the requi rements

of a Class E license, since they do not meet the definition of “ restaurant” in

the Liquor Code. Starbucks lacks a ki tchen and is no t a place hel d out to the

publ ic as a place where meal s are regul arl y served.

Ms. Mikul a thought to bri ng thi s issue to the Board to expl ore some opti ons

and look at di fferent types of concepts. She further indi cated that we have

had inqui ries from other busi ness peo ple who are interested in openi ng up

an establ ishment with a reduced menu or no menu at al l . We do know what

is go ing on in other muni cipal ities in terms of trends and what peo ple are

trying to do with their new business concepts so we thought this would be a

rel evant time to bri ng it before the Board and consi der expl ori ng a coupl e of

different options.

If the Bo ard was interested we coul d do a mo di ficati on to or a del eti on of the

defi ni tion of a restaurant in the Liquo r Co de. We coul d also do a better or

expanded defi ni tion of the Wi ne Café classi ficati on, which no one has ever

been issued. Thi s license was put in the Code at least over 12 years ago . We

have had some interest in a Wi ne Café license and those that are interested

in it include one of our establishments, Vintages, who doesn’t want to be in

the food industry and prepare meal s. They would be wi lling to do a coupl e of

small plates but the definition of a limited menu is not defined.  It would be

hel pful to create a better defi ni tion of the types of food items requi red to

meet the menu defi ni tion in thi s classi ficati on.



The Bo ard coul d also expl ore a mo di ficati on to the defi ni tion of Wi ne Café to

incl ude the sal e of beer. The Board coul d deci de to make no changes to the

Liquo r Co de, keepi ng in place the exi sti ng prohi bi tions so that

establ ishments like Starbucks wi ll not be el igible for a liquor license if they

do n’t meet al l requi rements. Staff is also willing to expl ore other opti ons as

recommended by the Village Board.

Trustee Farwel l sai d he thought it was a great time to start re- defi ning what

is requi red for our liquo r licensure. We have to determi ne as a Board and as

a Vi llage what the purpose is of havi ng food be such a large part of the

deci sion- maki ng as far as who gets a liquor license and who doesn’ t. 

Trustee Farw el l can see havi ng beer and wine with a signi ficantl y reduced

menu, and if a busi ness wants to serve hard liquo r, they sho uld have a

sl ightl y more enhanced menu like warm smal l plates. Trustee Farw el l sai d he

knows of several opportunities where Arlington Heights has missed out on

busi nesses locati ng here because of its liquor law s. He woul d wel come a re-

definition to thoughtfully curtail the purpose behind the food.  If the purpose

behi nd the foo d is to hel p peopl e no t get over- served, then he would like to

see some do cumentati on on ho w much does someo ne over- served blowing

at . 1 has to eat to get to  .08 – to not be legal ly intoxi cated.

Trustee Sidor bel ieves the Starbucks menu looks the same as other menus in

town but because it’s no t prepared there but comes pre- packaged is that why

they are not eligible for a liquor license?

Ms. Mikula said if you look at the definition of a restaurant it says a

restaurant is any publ ic place kept, used, mai ntai ned, adverti sed and hel d

out to the publ ic as a place where meal s are served, and where meal s

actual ly are served and regul arl y served, wi tho ut sleepi ng accommodati ons,

such space bei ng provi ded with adequate and sani tary ki tchen and dining

room equi pment and capaci ty and havi ng empl oyed therei n a suffi cient

number and kind of empl oyees to prepare, cook and serve sui tabl e food for

its guests.

This is a much narrower definition than the one in the Zoning Code but it is

the one that appl ies to establ ishments seeki ng liquo r licenses. Starbucks has

a very limited menu and does not have a full kitchen.  Furthermore, for a

Class “ E” classi ficati on for a restaurant sel ling only beer and wine they have

to have a minimum of 25 seats for food servi ce and operate as a restaurant.

Randy Reckl aus sai d there is a real di fference betw een what a restaurant

defi ni tion is in the Zo ning Code and what it is in the Liquor Code.

Trustee Sidor said he agrees with Trustee Farwell to a certain point about the

necessi ty of the food aspect and to what level it sho uld be pro vided when

people can walk into any restaurant that serves alcohol and not eat a bite

and choose to just dri nk and walk out. He sai d he woul d like to see further

discussi on evo lving as the times and market evo lves and see what we can



come up with as a Board.

Trustee Glasgow sai d he agreed with Trustee Sido r. In response to Trustee

Farwel l ’s previ ous inqui ry he stated that the consumpti on of food does no t

change the abso rpti on of the alcohol per se. It may slow it do wn a bit but

do esn’ t change the absorpti on so a person can dri nk as much as they want.

His concern with a cocktail bar would be bringing in the wrong kind of

cl ientel e when we tal k Arl ington Hei ghts for the Master Plan looki ng at what

we view for the Downtown area or Arl ington Hei ghts as a who le. Wi th regard

to the Wi ne Café defi ni tion if we were to add beer with wine he thi nks that

would pro babl y fit the bi ll for most busi ness peo ple that wanted to do

somethi ng like thi s. He coul d see an establ ishment serve craft beers and

sel ect wines but do esn’ t thi nk he wo uld be in favor of addi ng hard liquor to

thi s defi ni tion at thi s time. He sai d it fits the need for what the market is

evo lving into that peo ple enjoy. He has seen several other locati ons where

you have the Starbucks evening hours and thinks the selection is done very

wel l and very tasteful ly and nobody goes into Starbucks to get out of hand.

Trustee Glasgow would be in favor of just amending the Code to add beer to

the Wine Café classi ficati on so that woul d give the abi lity to market the

busi ness and product appro pri atel y.

Trustee Scal etta sai d he agrees with the other Trustees but is somew hat

concerned that we’ve had a po licy in place where many busi nesses have

come to us and we’ ve been very clear about the requi rement that they serve

food and that they can reduce that menu at a later time. He said he questions

whether we are do ing a servi ce to the resi dents of the Vi llage. Is there a

desire by the residents to go anywhere and get beer and wine at any time? Is

thi s an issue where peopl e aren’ t abl e to get thei r beer and wine? He sai d he

is not sure he is wi lling to rewri te the Co de and make it avai labl e to anybody

who ’s willing to serve pre- packaged food. Whether you heat it up or not it

comes do wn to pre- packaged food. We have been very clear about the

ki tchen requi rement and we’ve had peopl e who have violated our liquor law s

and have been chasti sed over no t pro viding food at any time they are servi ng

alcoho l . He sai d he is no t ready to jump on the bandw ago n for maki ng beer

and wine avai labl e anywhere that you can find a lunchabl e.

Trustee Tinagl ia asked when the Liquo r Code was wri tten. In- House Counsel

Robin Ward said she thought it was written about 30 years ago .  Trustee

Tinagl ia sai d he thought it was probabl y not a bad idea to bri ng it up to date

and see if there coul d be better wri ting and better defi ni tions and be more

open- mi nded to other types of classi ficati ons in looki ng at thi s. Trustee

Tinagl ia sai d he is al l in favor of anythi ng that wi ll make us look better or be

mo re competi tive.

Trustee Blackwood stated she agreed that the Board should look at

mo derni zing the liquo r code in an appro pri ate manner.

Trustee LaBedz sai d she agreed we shoul d take a look at thi s to see what

others are do ing to eval uate other classi ficati ons in a responsi ble manner.



She also stated some items that Starbucks sel ls no w like the bistro bo xes are

very simi lar to appeti zers. She is in favo r of expl ori ng thi s further.

Trustee Farwel l asked about the proposed cocktai l bar and how that woul d be

di fferent than Big Shots at 10: 00 PM on any given night.

Ms. Mikula said the individual interested in opening a cocktail bar in

Arl ington Hei ghts would be interested in putti ng in a smal ler type of ki tchen

simi lar to craft cocktai l pl aces in Chi cago that have smal ler appeti zer plates

along with cocktai ls.

Trustee Farwel l asked if that type of menu would pass for the after 11: 00 PM

reduced menu the Vi llage currentl y al lows.

Ms. Mikul a sai d that type of menu would probabl y pass based upon the

history of how we’ve applied things and shared things with the Mayor if there

were questi ons.

Trustee Farw el l asked if we’ve al ready al lotted for reduced menus after 11: 00

PM, then what are we real ly do ing here? Thi s industry has real ly mo ved into

another area. Tw enty years ago the trends were di fferent.  If we are goi ng to

re- write thi s or if we are go ing to consi der re- writing thi s, we shoul d try to

be ahead of the curve a little bi t to try to actual ly have it wri tten to welcome

busi nesses wi th the forethought of where the industry is goi ng wi th some of

the trends.

In response to a question from Trustee Rosenberg, Ms. Ward indicated we

would have to amend the defi ni tion of Wi ne Café to a new Beer and Wi ne

Café classi ficati on to permi t those licensees to serve both beer and wine wi th

a limi ted menu.

Trustee Rosenberg stated that there are venues that just serve beer and wine

and do n’t have any food and they al low food to be brought in fro m outsi de

restaurants. They actual ly gi ve menus to thei r customers and if they want

food it is del ivered by a del ivery servi ce that is offered. No food is prepared

on-site. If people want food it has to be delivered there. Lincolnshire has a

venue like thi s and there are also some in the western suburbs. It’s a concept

that has been around for a while where there is no food served at all . Years

ago you had to serve food because we didn’ t want bars but it seems like the

trend is turni ng the other way and what deci sion as a Board do we want to

make with that? Do we want to al low tho se kinds of thi ngs? Even today I’m

no t sure ho w accommodati ng restaurants are past a certai n hour as far as

servi ng food they shoul d offer to patrons late in the eveni ng. It’s becomes

mo re of a dri nki ng establ ishment than a food establ ishment.

Mr. Reckl aus asked if I’m heari ng what the Board is sayi ng, you want us to

explore other options as a possible approach to see if we can come up with a

conti nuum of opti ons from anythi ng as stayi ng status quo, to just expandi ng

our wine classi ficati on to wine and beer, to el iminati ng the food requi rement,



and everythi ng in betw een incl udi ng what we al low after 11: 00 PM as a

standard. We can pro vide some exampl es of what our surro undi ng

communi ties are do ing or what we consi der our peer communi ties are doi ng.

Is that what you’re looki ng for to weigh these di fferent opti ons?

Trustee Glasgow sai d he fel t that it woul d hel p make the deci sion. 

Trustee Scal etta:  I do n’t kno w if the trends have changed or the trends of

the Bo ard have changed. I thi nk there have always been bars thro ughout the

no rthw est suburbs & Chi cago . The Vi llage of Arl ingto n Hei ghts has always

been very, very consi stent in that they were looki ng for restaurants and no t

bars. So, if the Board is sayi ng they are looki ng for mo re bars then so be it,

but I don’ t thi nk it’s a trend as much as a change of phi losophy of the Bo ard.

If we’re goi ng to consi der havi ng di fferent liquor licenses for busi nesses that

want to provide alcohol and not necessarily offer a food menu, then I think

we sho uld real ly look at ho w we regul ate the tabl es. It was just 3 or 4 years

ago that this Board was crazy about high-top tables. Now we are completely

the oppo si te. Now we’ re like, sit on the chai r, it do esn’ t matter if you don’ t

have a tabl e just order a dri nk. There’ s some foo d avai labl e but there’ s not a

ful l ki tchen.

I’m just aski ng if thi s Bo ard is goi ng to compl etel y change the phi losophy we

have gone for in the past, that we at least look at what the requi rements are

going to be on the size or heights of the tables because this is very different

than what we had 3 or 4 years ago. If one perso n enjoys goi ng to a place

that has alcohol , I find it interesting that we are not completely changing our

po sition or whether or not you have to have a ful l -servi ce ki tchen.

Mayor Hayes: I want to add my two cents in. I do n’t thi nk that’ s what we are

do ing. I mysel f am no t doi ng that. As I sai d in my introducto ry comments, I

have some real concerns about a cocktai l bar because its pri mary purpose

would be to serve cocktai ls. Our phi losophy has always been that al coho l be

inci dental to the sal e of food and that’ s my conti nued po si tion and

phi losophy for the Vi llage of Arl ington.  I woul d have to see what thi s

concept looks like, and if it’s going to advertise itself as a cocktail bar where

peopl e just pri mari ly come in to get a cocktai l then I’m no t in favo r of it. I’m

not in favor of those types of establishments in the Village of Arlington

Hei ghts. So I am no t changi ng my phi losophy or approach to the sal e alcohol

in Arl ingto n Hei ghts by suggesti ng we expl ore thi s opportuni ty for Starbucks.

Trustee Scal etta:  Starbucks is a uni que si tuati on. The amount of co ffee they

serve between 6 AM and 5 PM is signi ficant compared to the amount of

alcoho l they woul d serve. Are we go ing to come up with a percentage of

product you might sell before you start selling alcohol ? I think it’s a very

uni que si tuati on that Starbucks has versus any other busi ness. Let’s take a

yogurt bar in the downtown area. If they decided they wanted to sell yogurt

al l day and then starti ng at 6 PM at night to start sel ling beer and wine and

they want to have some flat bread, do you sti ll have the same po sition based



on the percentage of goods they sel l for beer and wine versus yogurt?

Mayor Hayes:  Starbucks can address thi s but it was in thei r materi als they

expect beer and wine sal es to make up 1 to 2 percent of thei r sal es. If they

sel l 8 to 10 percent of alcohol per day, that is a lot.

Trustee Scaletta: We’re not making an ordinance based on Starbucks. We’re

maki ng an ordi nance based on busi nesses in Arl ington Hei ghts. I just want to

cauti on us that we are no t maki ng a deci sion based on one busi ness alone

and that busi ness bei ng Starbucks. I want to make sure we’ re no t looki ng at

one exampl e and we’ re maki ng a deci sion that is goi ng to occur throughout

the enti re Vi llage of Arl ington Hei ghts for any busi ness.

Trustee Sidor:  Ms. Mi kul a was asked to remi nd him what Red Mo on was al l

about. Ms. Mi kul a respo nded that we bel ieved they were operati ng a ki tchen

that would serve food. From time to time, she visited them as well as did the

Po lice Department and they had to be remi nded they needed to have a ful l

menu and they had to offer it for the entire time they were open.  You can

never say that the ki tchen it closed but you can offer a reduced menu after

11 PM.

Trustee Sido r stated to Trustee Scal etta that he is in favor of a discussi on on

thi s topic just to see what is out there and he would like to learn what’s

go ing on in other muni cipal ities. Barri ngton has a high- end barber sho p that

has a liquor license that allows them to give each patron up to two beers as

part of thei r servi ces.

Trustee Sido r stated that not every place in Arl ington Hei ghts woul d be like

thi s. You would no t wal k into the Cake Box and ask for a glass of wine to go

with your pastry.

Mayor Hayes stated that just for clari ficati on, they would sti ll need to be

appro ved by the Board so it’s sti ll a case by case si tuati on. If it is a bakery

we are go ing to say no .

Some Board members asked why they would say no . Mayor Hayes responded

that it woul d not be appropri ate. Trustee Scal etta asked if buyi ng a cup of

coffee and glass of wine is appropriate. Mayor Hayes responded that was a

di fferent envi ronment.

Trustee Scal etta: When Red Moon appl ied for thei r liquor license did they no t

tel l the Vi llage that they woul d be pro viding food fro m the sushi place across

from them? Ms. Mikul a respo nded that she do esn’ t ful ly remember that. She

heard that they may have been bri ngi ng in food because of a certai n

arrangement because the Health Department would be involved. We do know

that Red Mo on had a ki tchen and they had a menu. So at the time they went

before that Board for a liquor license they were meeting all requirements.

Mayor Hayes asked if Ms. Mikul a had enough directi on. She responded yes



and stated if the Board had any mo re questi ons or comments, they sho uld

emai l her.

V. OTHER BUSINES S

VI. ADJ OURNMENT

Adjournment: Trustee Glasgow moved, seconded by Trustee Sidor to

adjourn. Meeti ng adjourned at 7: 58pm.

Recorded by:         Diane Staggs, Admi n. Asst. II


